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GRANT REVERSES MID-SUMMER DEFICIT,

PULLS SLIGHTLY AHEAD OF SALI IN 1ST DISTRICT

POLL RESULTS AT-A-GLANCE:

· 1ST DISTRICT: Larry Grant now leads Bill Sali, 22-14% - 

with 61% of the voters remaining undecided

· 2ND DISTRICT: Mike Simpson leads Jim Hansen, 61-19% 

· GOVERNOR: Butch Otter leads Jerry Brady, 42-18% 

· LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR: Jim Risch leads Larry LaRocco, 46-23% 

· STATE SUPERINTENDENT: Tom Luna leads Jana Jones, 40-29%  

· PROPERTY TAX RELIEF/SALES TAX INCREASE: Voters approve combination of property tax relief and sales tax increase, 48-33%

BOISE – The race for the 1st Congressional District seat has swapped leaders since

a similar poll in July, as Democrat Larry Grant took advantage of a precipitous drop in Republican Bill Sali’s support to move out front as of Sept. 1.


Grant now leads Sali 22-14%, compared to Sali’s 41-25% lead in a July poll, said Greg Smith, President of Greg Smith & Associates. 

Smith on Friday released the results of a statewide public opinion research study among likely 2006 general election voters in Idaho. The poll was conducted Aug. 28-Sept. 1 among 300 randomly selected and statistically representative Idahoans of voting age, who say they are either “very” or “somewhat likely” to vote in the November 2006 general election.  

“The most striking finding from this study, certainly compared to the end-of-July study Greg Smith & Associates executed, is the significant shift in voter sentiment within the 1st Congressional District in just a month or so.” Smith said. “The change is so dramatic that a person might wonder if there was some kind of significant methodological differences between the July and late August polls that would account for the change.

“The fact is, though, that other races are at roughly the same levels of support in both polls,” Smith said. “The change is clearly a result of changing voter sentiment, not a change in polling methodology.”  

Digging more deeply into the 1st District numbers, Smith pointed out that Grant’s July (25%) and late-August (22%) support are very similar. However, Sali’s earlier 41% backing shrank to just 14%, with many who 2 months ago characterized themselves as Sali voters sliding into the undecided ranks, which increased from 34% to 61%. 

Why the dramatic change in voter attitudes? Smith speculated the shift has more to do with partisan politics and media publicity than with Sali’s well-known conservative philosophy.

“With only one exception, every 1st District Congressman since 1972 has run on (and won with) a campaign of GOP conservatism,” the pollster said. “In our opinion, the shift toward ‘undecided’ has come largely from media reporting and a variety of accusations by the Democratic Party.  

“Such charges as Sali’s perceived lack of ability to get along with other Idaho Legislators, and his unyielding adherence to political principle, seem to have gotten some traction with 1st District voters, and a ‘FUD’ factor (fear, uncertainty, doubt) appears to have taken hold,” Smith said. “To this extent, the efforts of the media and Democrat partisans have been effective.”

The large undecided vote, though, still indicates that Larry Grant’s political viewpoints are not yet very well known by the 1st District electorate, Smith said. 

Aside from the 1st Congressional District shift in voter sentiment, Smith said the most interesting feature of his Aug. 28-Sept. 1 poll is that, by a wide margin (48-33%), Idaho voters support the property tax relief plan approved Aug. 25 by the Legislature and signed this week by Gov. Jim Risch.
That plan featured repeal of the local school maintenance and operations levy to provide an approximate 20% across-the-board property tax cut, with a one-cent sales tax increase to pay for the property tax cut and to support school funding. The plan also diverts $100 million of the state’s general fund surplus into a special reserve fund to protect future school funding.

“Clearly, the Aug. 25 special session appears to be positively received by the Idaho electorate,” Smith said. “Although some respondents voiced concerns about the speed of the session (“why didn’t we get to hear more about it first?”), the political ‘proof is in the pudding’, and this ‘pudding’ tastes good to Idaho voters.” 

In the other races, July’s poll leaders maintained their strength in the latest poll.

“One has to be impressed by the stability of the leads of Butch Otter over Jerry Brady, Jim Risch over Larry LaRocco, Mike Simpson over Jim Hansen, and even by Tom Luna over Jana Jones,” Smith said. “The money the leaders have raised and will raise, their long lists of personal and corporate supporters, and their over-all congruence of political philosophy with that of the Idaho electorate, all seem to be playing key roles.

“Gov. Risch acted quickly and decisively on demands for property tax relief by calling the Aug. 25 special legislative session – a move that we now know was approved of by nearly half of the Idaho electorate,” Smith said. “He continues to reap the benefits of incumbency, minimizing the name identification that LaRocco might otherwise have had as a former Idaho Congressman.  

“As we noted in July, Brady and LaRocco are intelligent and capable, and shouldn’t be underestimated. They still appear to have much work ahead of them, however,” Smith concluded.

Here are the race-by-race results.  Numbers may not add to 100% because of rounding.







August 2006





         “Hard” 
  “Soft”         Total      July 2006


GOVERNOR

  Otter     
(Republican)
            39%
      3%

42%
     47%



  Brady    
(Democrat)
            16
      2

18
     25


  Other




  3 
      3

  6
    N/A

  Still undecided/don’t know




33
     28

LT. GOVERNOR

  Risch        (Republican)
           42%
       4%
46%
    51%




  LaRocco   (Democrat)
           22
       1

23
    30

  Other



             3
       0

  3
   N/A

  Still undecided//don’t know




29
    19   


CONGRESS – 1ST DISTRICT

 Sali        
(Republican)
            11%
      3%

14%
    41%



 Grant      
(Democrat)
            21  
      1

22
    25

 Other



              2              0 

  2
   N/A


 Still undecided/don’t know




61
    34

CONGRESS – 2ND DISTRICT
 Simpson         (Republican)
            60%
      1%

61%
    N/A



 Hansen           (Democrat)
            17  
      2

19
    N/A

 Other



              2
      0

  2  
    N/A 

 Still undecided/don’t know




18
    N/A

 Don’t know/refused





  0
      0


SUPT. OF SCHOOLS

 Luna 
    (Republican) 

39%
      1%

40%
  N/A

 Jones     (Democrat)
                        28
      1

29

 Still undecided/don’t know

                                    31

AUGUST 25 SPECIAL SESSION

 Favor
Property Tax Relief Plan         N/A
   N/A
            48%
     N/A


 Oppose


            N/A
   N/A
            33
     N/A

 Undecided/don’t know



            19
     N/A

Respondents were asked: “Last Friday, the Idaho Legislature held a special session, lowered property taxes for all property owners, and raised the sales tax from 5 percent to 6 percent.  Given what you know, do you approve or disapprove of this action taken by the Legislature?” 

Demographic Sample composition:

Region 1/North Idaho


 14.0%

Region 2/North Central Idaho               8.3 




Region 3/Southwestern Idaho          
 41.0          

Region 4/Magic Valley                        12.2                       

Region 5/Southeastern Idaho             12.2

Region 6/Upper Snake                        12.3   

The study results have maximum statewide/district wide margins of error of + 5.6%/7.4% respectively at a 95% confidence level.   

For interviews or further study information, please contact Greg Smith at 208.939.2327 or 208.921.9458.  

Greg Smith & Associates is a marketing/public opinion research and consulting firm headquartered in Eagle, Idaho, with a variety of clients in both the private and public sectors. Smith, the president of the firm, is well known within and outside of Idaho for his political survey research, analysis and commentary.  

He has been quoted and his work referenced by The Idaho Statesman and Idaho Press-Tribune, by all Treasure Valley television network affiliates, numerous Idaho radio stations, and other media sources such as the New York Times and Washington Post, Associated Press, the Wall Street Journal, the Capitol Gang, and National Review.  

