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Introduction

The Oregon Blue Book is an ongoing classic. For decades it has been one
of the finest state references anywhere in the county, one of the most
information-packed as well as slickly-produced. It’s on my bookshelf
(actually, most of the editions from the last few decades crowd my
bookshelves), and it (they) get regularly used.

But no book can or should try to be all things. As a state publication (and
despite its source in the Secretary of State’s office), it goes a little light on
election results, probably an appropriate decision. Anyone who wants the
details, especially as they move toward the microscopic, has to look
elsewhere. And that may mean looking in a bunch of places and
reorganizing a lot of data, not to mention putting it into some context
(definitely an area where a public publication ought not to go).

The Oregon Historical Society did, in 1973, publish a now hard-to-find
book (one I’m fortunate to have found for my collection) called Oregon
Votes: 1858-1972, by Burton W. Onstine (with Krista Adkins, Robert Drake,
Marvin Price and Rick Paulson, foreword by John Swarthout). It’s a
wonderful compendium of results to the county level for major office races 
(president, governor, members of Congress) through those years. I’ve found
no updates since, though, and apart from a short introductory section, the
material is strictly statistical – no context. And no sub-major office context.

In 1989 two close observers of Oregon politics, David Buchanan and Pam
Ferrara, produced The Almanac of Oregon Politics: The history of state
legislative elections 1972-88 (published independently at Corvallis; Elaine
Cull was noted as editor). As the title indicates, the book focused tightly on
legislative elections, not something any book (so far as I can tell) had done
before, and providing some contextual analysis as well as statistical
background. A second edition of the book came out in 1994, but none since.
(Both editions, as with Oregon Votes, were highly useful in putting together
this new volume, and my thanks go to all the people involved with them).

This book, as you can tell from quickly leafing through the pages, is 
heavily numbers-driven. I don’t lack for opinions on politics, policy and
politicians, and I write about them in various other places, but this book is 
about wins, losses and numbers, and direct extrapolations from those.

A few general conclusions, some affecting the structure and content of
the book, are worth noting up front.

Party membership is critical, and party identification has become ever
more important. The numbers bear this out.

This isn’t a conclusion that would have been especially obvious, or maybe
even reasonable, a generation ago. One other political book on my shelf is 
called The Ticket Splitter: A New Force in American Politics, a 1972 book by
Walter De Vries and Lance Tarrance, who argued – with strong reasoning – 
that parties were becoming less important, and voters increasingly were
splitting their tickets, ever less loyal to parties. That was then. In the 70s and
80s, party adherence (by registration) in Oregon often ran afoul of how
voters actually cost their ballots. In the last couple of decades, the matchup
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In the last Congress, Wyden took the chair of the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, becoming the first Oregon chair of a full Senate
committee since Mark Hatfield at Appropriations in 1996. In that role, in
November 2013, he released a new logging plan for public lands in Oregon,
which is a pretty big departure from what has been done before.

Hatfield's long-running Senate colleague, Robert Packwood, chaired
Finance from 1985-85 and again in 1995 before resigning from the Senate.
In late 2013, Finance Chair Max Baucus said that he planned to resign from
the Senate early in 2014. That open the chair of the broadly powerful
committee, one of the most influential in the chamber, to Wyden.

In his first run for the Senate, Wyden promised that if he won he would
hold town hall meetings annually in every county in the state. As of the end
of end of 2013, he had held 673 of them.

Wyden is up for re-election in 2016.

Counties. Although Wyden has won his general elections (aside from the
first against Smith) with large margins, he has not been able to crack some
of the most Republican counties in the state, though he has won majorities
even in some of those.

In 2010, Republican Huffman won in Baker, Crook, Curry, Deschutes 
(very narrowly), Douglas, Grant, Harney, Jefferson, Josephine, Klamath,
Lake, Linn, Malheur, Morrow, Sherman, Umatilla, Union, Wallowa and
Wheeler – just over half of Oregon’s counties. That was a considerable
improvement for Republicans over 2004, when Wyden lost only Grant,
Harney and Malheur. Or 1998, when Wyden lost only Malheur – the only
county he has never won in a general election.

Apart from his 1980 contest with Duncan, Wyden has had only one
serious primary contest, in 1995 facing (mostly) DeFazio. Wyden’s overall
margin was not large but he won 27 of Oregon’s 36 counties; DeFazio took
Benton, Coos, Curry, Deschutes, Douglas (overwhelmingly), Jackson,
Josephine, Lane and Linn – most of them centered around his 4th House
district.

Packwood had held the seat since 1968, when he beat Democrat
(formerly independent, and before that Republican) Wayne Morse, the long-
time incumbent. (Morse had gotten there by defeating another Republican,
Rufus Holman, in the primary.) Before Morse, the seat had alternated
between the parties, though not in even balance. Republicans had held the
seat for about 60 years, Democrats for about 27.

Sen Democrat Republican

2010 Ron Wyden 825,507 57.22% Jim Huffman 566,199 39.24%

2004 Ron Wyden 1,128,728 63.45% Al King 565,254 31.77%

1998 Ron Wyden 682,425 61.13% John Lim 377,739 33.84%

1996 Ron Wyden 571,739 48.38% Gordon Smith 553,519 46.84%

1992 Les Aucoin 639,851 46.49% Robert Packwood 717,455 52.13%

1986 Rick Bauman 375,735 36.40% Robert Packwood 656,317 33.65%

1980 Ted Kulongoski 501,963 45.79% Robert Packwood 594,290 54.21%

1974 Betty Roberts 338,591 44.58% Robert Packwood 420,984 55.42%
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In his later terms Wu became more controversial, not over policy (where
he seemed generally to be in line with both his caucus and congressional
district) but on a personal level. In 2010, the Oregonian and Willamette Week
reported that he had shown a pattern of erratic behavior and many of his 
key staffers had abruptly quit, and in 2011 he was accused of an unwanted
sexual encounter. He resigned on August 3 that year.

That triggered a special election, or rather two – primary election on the
normal early November date, and a general concluding on January 31. Most
of the primary attention went to the Democrats, where three prominent
officeholders filed: State Labor Commissioner (and former Washington
County legislator) Brad Avakian, Senator Suzanne Bonamici and
Representative Brad Witt. Bonamici was the easy winner, taking 49,721
votes (65.58% in a field of eight candidates). The Republican (winning in a
field of five) was Rob Cornilles, who had lost to Wu the year before.

The general election that year was relatively quiet, pitting Bonamici 
against Delinda Morgan, one of the unsuccessful candidates for the
Republican nomination in the special election. Bonamici won easily.

Bonamici’s first years in Congress have been relatively quiet, although she
did voice some concerns about the implementation of the Affordable Care
Act, and she has been a strong supporter of STEM (science, technology,
engineering and math) education.

She made headlines in November 2013 for defending the House Science
Committee's plans to hold a hearing discussing extraterrestrial life, though
saying, “If members of Congress were occupying floor time with discussions 
of extraterrestrial life, that would be a problem.”

PARTY REGISTRATION Noted in November of each year.

Dem % Rep % N/A % Total

2012 173,447 39.94% 130,328 30.01% 103,052 23.73% 434,234

2010 179,281 42.56% 127,713 30.31% 92,166 21.88% 421,287

2006 150,417 38.50% 135,700 34.74% 92,715 23.73% 390,646

2002 136,738 37.98% 132,683 36.86% 80,311 22.31% 359,980

GENERAL ELECTION RESULTS

Democrat Republican

2012** Suzanne Bonamici 197,845 59.69% Delinda Morgan 109,699 33.10%

2012* Suzanne Bonamici 89,896 54.36% Rob Cornilles 64,725 39.14%

2010 David Wu 160,357 54.82% Rob Cornilles 122,858 42.00%

2008 David Wu 237,567 72.40% - 0 0.00%

2006 David Wu 169,409 62.94% Derrick Kitts 90,904 33.77%

2004 David Wu 203,771 57.76% Ameri Goli 135,164 38.31%

2002 David Wu 149,215 62.76% Jim Greenfield 80,917 34.03%

*special election, January 2012 **general election, November 2012
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in 2000 (he would later run twice for governor), when he was replaced by
another Democratic legislator, Randall Edwards. He too served two terms 
until term-limited, in 2008.

His replacement was another Democratic legislator, but otherwise one of
the most distinctive Oregon political figures in recent years. Ben Westlund, a
rancher and businessman from the Bend area, had served in the House and
Senate as a Republican. He became less comfortable over time with the
Republican Party, however, in 2005 re-registering as an independent, and ran
for governor in 2006 under that label. (He then dropped out and endorsed
Democrat Ted Kulongoski.) Westlund finished his transition in late 2006,
becoming a Democrat, and filed for treasurer in 2008. He had no primary
contest but was held to a modest win by Republican Allen Alley, who would
run for governor two years later.

Westlund was already a cancer survivor by that point, but in early 2010
he had an aggressive recurrence, and died on March 7 that year. Kulongoski 
appointed as his replacement Ted Wheeler, a finance industry executive who 
four years before had been elected chair of the Multnomah County
Commission. Wheeler stood for election later that year (to fill the rest of the
four-year term), and defeated Republican State Senator Chris Telfer, who 
represented Westlund’s Bend-area district.

Wheeler has been an active treasurer. He created a bonded trust to help
low-income college students, and sent word to his investment staff that the
state would watch out for investing money in corporations that overpay its 
chief executives.

Up for a full term in 2012, Wheeler was unopposed for re-election as of
the candidate filing deadline.

Democrat Republican

2012 Ted Wheeler 955,213 57.91% Tom Cox 609,989 36.98%

2010 Ted Wheeler 721,795 53.01% Chris Telfer 571,105 41.94%

2008 Ben Westlund 847,590 51.22% Allen Alley 750,484 45.36%

2004 Randall Edwards 889,974 52.94% Jeff Caton 688,551 40.96%

2000 Randall Edwards 705,273 50.31% Jon Kvistad 593,411 42.33%

1996 Jim Hill 676,872 52.26% Bev Clarno 575,047 44.40%

TED WHEELER, D-Portland

Office: www.ost.state.or.us

Campaign: www.tedwheeler.com

Twitter: twitter.com/tedwheeler

Facebook: www.facebook.com/TedWheelerForOregon

Background: Financial officer, Bank of America, Copper Mountain
Trust. Stanford University. Columbia University. Harvard University.

Political: Elected chair, Multnomah County Commission, 2006.
Appointed state treasurer, 2010. Elected state treasurer, 2010, 2012.
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The three party nominees for the seat were former Clackamas County
Commissioner Ann Lininger, attorney Sonya Fischer and consultant and
activist Moses Ross. Lininger was appointed to the seat on January 30, days 
ahead of the 2014 legislative session.

REDISTRICTING A Democratic district, becoming a little more so.
■ Added a slice of southwest Portland between Highway 99/Barbur

Boulevard and Capitol Highway.
■ Subtracted a few precincts of the Rivergrove and southwestern Lake

Oswego area.

PARTY REGISTRATION (November of each year)

Dem % Rep % N/A % Total

2012 21,958 47.63% 12,120 26.29% 9,211 19.98% 46,106

2010 18,284 49.95% 11,769 32.15% 6,804 18.59% 36,608

2006 15,360 41.88% 13,044 35.57% 7,342 20.02% 36,672

2002 14,105 39.00% 14,251 39.41% 6,802 18.81% 36,164

ELECTIONS

H 38 Democrat Republican

2012 Chris Garrett 24,017 68.62% Tom Maginnis 10,984 31.38%

2010 Chris Garrett 16,815 60.55% Rob Gardier 10,957 39.45%

2008 Chris Garrett 19,325 61.93% Steve Griffith 11,878 38.07%

2006 Greg Macpherson 18,361 68.78% Fred Bremner 8,335 31.22%

2004 Greg Macpherson 25,014 86.66% x 0 0.00%

2002 Greg Macpherson 14,275 54.35% Jim Zupancic 11,989 45.65%

PRIMARIES Both parties contested in 2002. Incumbent Greg
Macpherson defeated (4,409/61.15%) Katherine Cowan. On the Republican
side, Jim Zupancic (4,810/72.82%) defeated Anthony Azadeh. For the open
seat in 2008, Chris Garrett (6,171/52.59%) defeated Linda Brown for the
Democratic nomination.

ANN LININGER, D-Lake Oswego

State: www.oregonlegislature.gov/garrett

Campaign:

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ann.lininger.3

Background: Attorney (general counsel, Oregon Iron Works, since
January 2013). Community Investment Initiative, Network for Oregon
Affordable Housing. Yale University.

Political: Appointed, Clackamas County Commission, 2009, elected
2010 (two year term).
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22nd Senate District

AREA All: none. Part:

Multnomah. Communities:

Portland (part - NW).

POPULATION 128,234 Previous district: 120,987

(-5.26% from target). Increase 00s: +6.00%

(24th largest). New Minority: 35.59% (3rd largest).

New Hispanic: 11.99%.

North Portland is a number of seemingly contradictory things: A major
shipping and transit area (Interstate 5 bisects it just south of the Columbia
River, and Portland airport is here), an industrial zone, a place with
substantial low- and high-income housing, an area with some troubled areas 
also undergoing, in some places, an economic and cultural renaissance. It
also, in a city with a large set of firmly established neighborhoods, seems to 
have a particularly strong sense of local identity.

Two large components of the community here sit side by side: An older
ethnic community, and a newer and wealthier gentrifying group. Political
leaders in future may have some challenge in dealing with both.

It is also part of the super-Democratic belt in Portland, and this probably
is the most Democratic Senate seat in Oregon. (The registration edge
tightened slightly, almost imperceptibly, from late 2010 to early 2012.)
Republican voter registration has fallen below 10% here in recent years.

The Senate seat here was held for Margaret Carter, who was the first
African-American woman elected to the Oregon Legislature (initially to the
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Gilliam

AREA Communities:

Condon, Arlington,

Lonerock. 1,204 sq.

POPULATION 1,871.

Increase 00s: -2.3%. Minority:

7.8%. Hispanic: 4.7%.

A small but stable farm county, Gilliam’s
leading concerns tend to be wheat and beef cattle.
Economically and in government revenue,
however, another major factor is garbage: The massive landfill at Arlington
provides enough fee revenue to keep taxes low and county government
stable. The farm and small-town base are in line with its normal Republican
lean.

PRECINCTS (3) Condon, which has two precincts, by itself outnumbers 
the rest of the county (the Arlington and Olex areas), which share one. They
are not widely divergent and all are usually Republican, though the west
Condon precinct (Democrat Wyden in 2010 won for Senate there 191-121)
ordinarily is the most competitive of the three.

PARTY REGISTRATION Unlike many other rural counties, Gilliam’s 
tradition is one of close competition between the parties. Republicans and
Democrats would periodically swap the plurality, but the gap between them
remained small until the turn of the century, when Republicans began
picking up a greater lead, growing large over the last decade.

Dem % Rep % N/A % Total

2012 350 28.16% 575 46.26% 239 19.23% 1,243

2010 377 30.83% 546 44.64% 230 18.81% 1,223

2006 411 32.83% 565 45.13% 249 19.89% 1,252

2002 458 36.29% 546 43.26% 245 19.41% 1,262

PRESIDENTIAL In the pattern of Oregon rural counties, Gilliam has 
gone Democratic only rarely (1996, 1964), voting solidly and occasionally
overwhelmingly Republican.

Dem % Rep % Total

2012 371 35.47% 639 61.09% 1,046
2008 430 38.95% 648 58.70% 1,104

2004 370 32.60% 755 66.52% 1,135

GOVERNOR Straub in 1970 and Kitzhaber in 1998 have been the only
Democrats to win here for governor in the last 70 years. The Republican
percentage in 2010 surged well beyond the norm.
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Mayor: Gary H. Wheeler. Council: Dick Gordon and Tim Jackle, Ward 1; 
Karen Blair and Eli Matthews, Ward 2; Chris Corcoran and John Michaels,
Ward 3; Daniel Bunn and Bob Strosser, Ward 4.

November 2012
Mayor Gary H. Wheeler 20,875 97.30%

Council Ward 1 Dick Gordon
Curt Ankerberg

3,340

2,500

56.85%

42.55%

Council Ward 2 Eli Matthews
Clay Bearnson

3,599

1,741

67.05%

32.53%

Council Ward 3 Chris Corcoran 3,903 97.97%

Council Ward 4 Daniel Bunn 5,530 98.52%

Springfield

Lane County. Population 59,403 (9th).

Springfield
and Eugene are
adjacent and not
at all much like.
Politically, both
lean Democratic,
but the
university
influence that
makes such a
difference in
Eugene is hardly
evident in
Springfield at all.
This is a factory town, a working man’s town.

They do have in common a geographic ward system for their city
councils. Springfield has six wards. Ward 1 is on the northwest corner; the
other wards 2 through 6 run west, by the Willamette River, to the east end of
the city.

The best-known mayor here for some years was Sid Leiken, who served
terms on the city council and then a decade as mayor. He considered and
initially launched a campaign for the U.S. House, but backed out of it after a
series of early missteps. He then opted to run for the Lane County
Commission, and there succeeded, winning election to the Springfield-area
district in 2010.
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