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Kate Brown (D)
Assumed office in 2015, term expires 2023, 1st full term; b. Jun.
21, 1960, Torrejón de Ardoz, Spain; U. of CO Boulder, B.A. 1981;
Northwestern Schl. of Law, J.D. 1985; Married (Dan); 2 children.

Elected Office:  OR House, 1991-1996; OR Senate, 1997-2008,
Majority Leader, 2004; OR Secretary of State, 2008-2015.

Professional Career:  Practicing attorney; Instructor, Portland State
University.

Office:  900 Court St. NE Rm. 160, Salem, 97301-4047; 503-378-4582; Fax: 503-378-8970; Website:
oregon.gov

Atty. Gen:  Ellen Rosenblum (D) Sec. of State:  Leslie Cummings (R)

State Legislature:  Senate: 18D, 11R, 1V   House: 38D, 22R

Election Results

Election Name (Party) Vote
(%)

2018 General Kate Brown (D).................................................................... 934,498 (50%)
Knute Buehler (R)................................................. ............... 814,988 (44%)
Patrick Starnes (I)................................................................... 53,392 (3%)

2018 Primary Kate Brown (D).................................................................... 324,451 (84%)
Ed Jones (D)........................................................................... 33,464 (9%)
Candace Meville (D)............................................. ................. 29,110 (8%)

Prior winning percentage:  2016 (51%)

Kate Brown was elevated to the governorship of Oregon in 2015, succeeding scandal-plagued
Gov. John Kitzhaber, a fellow Democrat. She won an election for the remainder of Kitzhaber’s term
in 2016, then secured a full term of her own in 2018. Brown, the nation’s first openly bisexual
governor, has worked with the Democratic legislature to enact a largely liberal agenda; she grappled
with a series of crises in 2020, including anarchist protests in Portland, the coronavirus pandemic,
and widespread fires.

Brown was born in Spain, where her father served in the Air Force, but she grew up in Minnesota.
She received a bachelor’s degree in environmental conservation, with a certificate in women’s
studies, from the University of Colorado at Boulder, then obtained her law degree from Lewis & Clark
College in Portland. She practiced family law in Portland and worked for a nonprofit legal services
group. Brown got her start in politics in 1991 when, while working as an advocate for the Women’s
Rights Coalition, she was appointed by the Multnomah County Board of Commissioners to fill a
vacancy in the Oregon House. A year later, the state representative Brown replaced, Judy Bauman,
wanted her seat back and challenged Brown in the Democratic primary. Bauman had stronger political
connections, but Brown went door-to-door and waged a vigorous grassroots campaign, winning the
primary by seven votes. In 1996, Brown won a seat in the Oregon Senate and quickly was named its
Democratic caucus leader. Brown married in 1997; she publicly acknowledged her bisexuality after
The Oregonian reported on it when she was a state lawmaker. Brown rose to majority leader in 2004,
becoming the first woman to occupy that post.

Brown ran for secretary of state in 2008 and won, 51%-46%. In that post, Brown attracted
attention for helping Oregon implement an online voter-registration system and for using iPad
technology to make voting more accessible to people with disabilities. But in 2012, she came under
fire when her office notified two candidates for labor commissioner that their election would be held
in November instead of the following May, a move that critics said appeared to be aimed at helping the
Democratic candidate. In her reelection bid, The Oregonian endorsed Republican Knute Buehler—
who would run against her for governor in 2018—saying her decision had “eroded public confidence
in Brown, if not the office itself.” But Brown won reelection anyway.
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Prior to his resignation, Kitzhaber was a giant figure in Oregon politics. During the summer before
his reelection, he became engaged to Cylvia Hayes, who ran an environmental consulting business.
But investigative reporting by Willamette Week in 2014 raised questions about whether Hayes had
benefited financially from her relationship with the governor and whether she had properly disclosed
the consulting fees she had been paid. Although Kitzhaber won his race, the controversy didn’t die
down. It reached a crescendo in February 2015, and Kitzhaber stepped down. Brown, the next in line
as secretary of state, became governor.

On the whole, lawmakers seemed to welcome Brown and her more collegial approach; Kitzhaber
was seen by some as aloof and arrogant. Brown emphasized the need to restore trust in government
and within months she signed an ethics package. Separately, she signed a bill that would automatically
register voters who obtained or renewed their driver’s license, becoming the first state to make
voter registration automatic. Brown also signed other progressive measures approved by the state
legislature, including mandatory paid sick leave for most Oregon workers; more permissive rules for
acquiring a medical-marijuana card; a bill making it illegal for employers to ask about an applicant’s
criminal background on job applications; a new system for collecting data about racial profiling by
law enforcement officers; an employee-funded workplace-based retirement savings program; a bill
to end “conversion therapy” for homosexuality; and protections for transgender students. The most
controversial measure, however, was a bill Brown signed in 2015 to require a background check
for most private sales of guns. Reaction to the measure highlighted the divide between the Portland
region and the state’s rural areas.

Brown’s second year in office began with a crisis, as an armed group protesting federal land
policies occupied the headquarters of the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge, in rural southeast
Oregon. Brown vented frustration with federal officials’ take-it-slow approach. The incident ended
after 41 days, with one protester dead; more than a dozen people eventually pled guilty to conspiracy
and trespassing charges. (In 2018, President Donald Trump pardoned the cattle ranchers whose legal
case had initially inspired the armed occupation.) The Malheur refuge takeover, combined with
lingering anger at Brown’s gun control policies, raised concerns about the governor’s safety. In July
2016, The Oregonian reported that Brown’s security procedures had been tightened and coordination
with the FBI had increased. Two months later, Brown was burned in effigy on the front steps of the
state capitol by gun-rights demonstrators.

Despite such tensions, Brown had legislative successes in 2016. She signed a phased-in
minimum wage increase scaled to three different territories—the Portland metro area, rural areas,
and everywhere else. She signed new protections for tenants, and she allowed jurisdictions to require
builders to include housing priced below market rates. Lawmakers also approved new renewable
energy mandates; a lodging-tax increase; a boost for the backlogged testing of rape kits; the lifting of
the statute of limitations on rape; and permission for banks to take on marijuana businesses as clients.

Brown ran in a 2016 special election for the final two years of Kitzhaber’s term; Republicans
hadn’t won an Oregon gubernatorial race since 1982. She faced William “Bud” Pierce, a moderate
former president of the Oregon Medical Association. During a debate, Pierce said well-educated
and accomplished women are less susceptible to sexual harassment; after an outcry, he apologized.
Brown courted opposition from pro-gun Republicans by accepting a $250,000 campaign donation
from former New York City mayor and gun control advocate Michael Bloomberg. In the end, she
won by seven points, less than the polls had indicated.

As Brown prepared for another election in just two years, she had a productive time with the
legislature. In 2017, she signed a measure to keep private any changes transgender people make
on their birth certificates; Oregon was the second state with such a measure, following California.
She also signed one of the most pro-abortion laws in the nation, requiring abortion coverage and
birth control without any co-pay, and allotting state funds to pay for abortions for non-citizens who
aren’t permitted to sign up for Medicaid. The following year, Brown signed a bill to require internet
providers who do business with the state to maintain so-called net neutrality, while signing another
measure to close the “boyfriend loophole” that had permitted gun access for those convicted of
domestic violence against non-married intimate partners. Brown signed an executive order to ban
offshore drilling. She also persuaded her fellow Democrats to support a narrowly tailored tax cut
for an estimated 6,000 sole proprietors. Meanwhile, Brown and Attorney General Ellen Rosenblum
protected the state’s longstanding sanctuary-state law, a stance that would receive the voters’ support
in November when a ballot measure for its repeal failed by nearly a 2-to-1 margin.

In the 2018 GOP primary, Buehler, an orthopedic surgeon and state legislator, prevailed against
a split conservative field, winning 46 percent against Trump-aligned businessman Sam Carpenter,
with 29 percent, and former Navy pilot Greg Wooldridge, with 20 percent. Buehler ran a center-right
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campaign, backing abortion rights and saying climate change needed to be tackled; he was bolstered 
by millions of dollars donated by Nike co-founder Phil Knight. Buehler criticized Brown’s record 
on educational achievement, mental health, foster care, and the state’s pension challenges. Buehler 
sought to distance himself from Trump, who was unpopular in the state. But Brown got a boost 
in October when independent candidate Patrick Starnes dropped out and endorsed the incumbent, 
saying she would be best positioned to enact campaign finance reform, Starnes’ highest-profile issue. 
Brown won, 50%-44%.

In 2019, Brown signed a pension overhaul bill that narrowly passed the legislature. The measure, 
which refinanced the system’s ballooning debt and trimmed employees’ secondary retirement 
accounts, later drew a lawsuit from aggrieved employees and retirees, but the state Supreme Court 
upheld it. She also enacted a tax on large businesses designed to increase funding for K-12 schools 
by $1 billion a year. The bill received a vote after Republicans ended a quorum-denying walkout 
in exchange for Democrats’ promise to pull other measures from consideration, including a gun 
control bill. Brown also expanded the state’s family and medical leave law by guaranteeing full wage-
replacement for minimum-wage workers, and joined a national compact designed to be a workaround 
to the Electoral College. In good news for taxpayers, the state was able to return a record “kicker,” 
or tax rebate, worth $1.6 billion. The biggest legislative battle, however, revolved around a bill to 
attack climate change by instituting a cap-and-trade system for emissions. Republican lawmakers 
representing resource-rich areas of the state fled the capital for points unknown and evaded state 
troopers in order to keep the legislature from proceeding with consideration of the climate bill. 
Eventually, the Democrats’ own support for the bill waned, and GOP lawmakers returned to work 
on other legislative business. The cycle repeated itself in early 2020 when Democrats tried to pass a 
modified version of the climate bill. When that failed, Brown issued an executive order that sought to 
cobble together some of the proposal’s main goals, though it was unclear how effective that approach 
would be.

In 2020, Oregon survived the coronavirus pandemic better than almost any other state. But Brown 
and officials in Portland struggled to contain anarchist-driven clashes, provocations by right-wing 
groups, extensive vandalism, and a deployment of federal forces sent by Trump. In addition, broad 
swaths of the state were set ablaze by a freak lightning storm. Republicans blamed Brown for not 
engaging in more aggressive forest management to forestall the fires. Brown acknowledged the point, 
but she said forest management was not the only factor: “It’s decades of mismanagement of our 
forests in this country, and it is the failure to tackle climate change. We need to do both.”Brown faced 
three recall attempts driven by her conservative critics, but each of them fizzled.

Heading into the open-seat election in 2022, Democrats will likely have a large primary field, 
possibly including Attorney General Ellen Rosenblum, Secretary of State Shemia Fagan, House 
Speaker Tina Kotek, state Treasurer Tobias Read, state Labor Commissioner Val Hoyle, former 
Oregon House minority leader and current chair of the Multnomah County Commission Deborah 
Kafoury, and investment executive and attorney Rukaiyah Adams. Buehler left the GOP in 2021 to 
become an independent and has ruled out a run for governor; the GOP bench is thin.

Ron Wyden (D)
Elected 1996, term expires 2022, 4th full term, b. May 03,
1949; Wichita, KS; University of California, B.A., 1969; Stanford
University, B.A., 1971; University of OR Law School, J.D., 1974;
Jewish; Married (Nancy Bass Wyden); 5 children (2 from previous
marriage).

Elected Office:  U.S. House, 1981-1996.

Professional Career:  Co-Director & co-founder, OR Gray Panthers,
1974-1980; Director, OR Legal Svcs. for the Elderly, 1977-1979;
Instructor, University of OR, 1976, Portland St. University, 1979,
University of Portland, 1980.

DC Office:  221 DSOB 20510, 202-224-5244, Fax: 202-228-2717,
wyden.senate.gov

State Offices:  Bend, 541-330-9142; Eugene, 541-431-0229; La Grande, 541-962-7691; Medford,
541-858-5122; Portland, 503-326-7525; Salem, 503-589-4555.




