Governor /ldaho 589

perhaps giving 2nd District Republican Mike Simpson afew more moderate primary voters. Simpson
easily survived a conservative challenge in the 2014 primary.

The latest Census Bureau data on Idaho show that population growth has been strong across the
state, though the 1st District would have to shift perhaps 20,000 of its residents to the 2nd District
to achieve anew balance in 2022.More significantly, continued growth could position Idaho for the
firsttimeinitshistory to gain athird seat, perhapsin the next decade. That would generate significant
jousting, including whether Boise should get its own seat or continue to influence two—or possibly
all three—seats, with the other seats based in the north and the east.
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Election Results

Election Name (Party) \(09:)8
2018 Genera Brad Little (R)....cvevevrereeeiiririeieieieisisiseieie ettt v 361,661 (60%)
Paulette Jordan (D).......coeeeeeeueueeeiemeieieieieieieieeieies e 231,081 (38%)
2018 Primary Brad Little (R)............ 72,548 (38%)
Raul Labrador (R) 63,478 (33%)
Tommy AhlQUISt (R)...c.coeeiierereeriesee e e 51,008 (27%)

First-term Idaho Gov. Brad Little has steered a pragmatic course in his heavily Republican state,
but that has prompted continuing attacks from the right wing of his party, including by his lieutenant
governor, over his efforts to contain the coronavirus.

Little is a third-generation Idahoan whose grandfather emigrated from Scotland in 1894 and
established a sheep operation that spanned across much of southwest 1daho; he became “Idaho’s
Sheep King,” and it wasn't an exaggeration. His son carried on the business, and his grandson worked
on theranch whilegrowing up and after graduating from the University of Idahoin 1977. Little served
as president of the |daho Wool Growers Association, chaired two committees of the American Sheep
Industry Association, and chaired the Idaho Association of Commerce and Industry. But the family
eventually sold the sheep operation and moved into the cattle business. They aso opened some of
their land as an off-road vehicle park.

The family’s second business was politics. Little's father served in the state legislature and
was a Republican National Committee member; as a youngster, Little helped his father campaign
for Barry Goldwater in 1964. Four years later, he sat next to Ronald Reagan at the Republican
National Convention. In1972, Little becameadel egate himself. In 2001, GOP Gov. Dirk Kempthorne
appointed Little to a vacant state Senate seat, and he proceeded to win election four times. Then, in
20009, Little was appointed to the vacant lieutenant governorship and won the seat on hisownin 2010
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and 2014. When three-term Republican Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter announced he would not be running
again, Little jumped in and received Otter’ s endorsement.

Little was the establishment favorite, focusing on traditional Republican priorities such as low
taxes and limited spending, but he faced two other major candidates in the free-spending, attack-ad-
saturated2018 primary: Rep. Raul Labrador, a member of the House Freedom Caucus, and Tommy
Ahlquist, a developer running as an outsider. Little got 38 percent, followed by Labrador with 33
percent and Ahlquist with 27 percent. Meanwhile, Idaho Democrats had a competitive primary
between Paulette Jordan, a former state House member and former Coeur d’ Alene Tribal Council
official, and A.J. Balukoff, a businessman, Boise school board member and former gubernatorial
candidate. Most Democratic officials backed Balukoff, a moderate, but Jordan ran an insurgent
campaign—and a progressive one—that attracted attention and small-dollar donations from across
the country. When the dust settled, Jordan defeated Balukoff, 58%-40%.

Little ran alargely orthodox Republican campaign, though he supported teacher pay raises and
Idaho’ sversion of the Common Core curriculum, while opposing efforts to implement school choice.
While Little previously was critical of the Affordable Care Act, he said during the campaign that he
would respect the results of a ballot measure to implement Medicaid expansion under that law; the
ballot measure would eventually pass with greater than 60 percent of the vote. Despite the energy
behind Jordan’s gubernatorial bid in some quarters, some moderate Democratic voters abandoned
her for Little. The Republican won, 60%-38%.

In hisfirst year in office, Little expressed discomfort with some of the provisions of legislation
to implement the Medicaid expansion, including a work requirement, but he ultimately signed
them into law. (By January 2020, at least 60,000 of an estimated 91,000 eligible Idaho residents
had secured coverage.) Little signed a bill expanding concealed carry to 18- to 20-year-olds in
cities, but he vetoed one that would have set stricter requirements for ballot initiatives—a relief to
Democrats, who had come to see ballot measures as their only viable tool for influencing policy in
the GOP-dominated state. Liberals were also pleased by Little's renewal of the state’s commitment
to accept refugees, acknowledgement that climate change needed to be addressed, and recognition of
Indigenous People’ s Day on what had been Columbus Day. And in 2020, Little signed legislation to
raise starting pay for teachers. But Little spurned opposition from major |daho employers—including
Chobani, Clif Bar, HP and Micron—when he signed one hill that would ban transgender girls and
women from female sports teams in the state, and ancther that would effectively prevent residents
from changing their gender on birth certificates. Within months, afederal court had voided the birth
certificate hill.

After the coronavirushit, Littleimposed avariety of restrictions on public gatheringsthat put him
on acollision course with the most conservative |dahoans, including Ammon Bundy, who had once
taken over afederal wildliferefugein Oregon for 41 days, and Lt. Gov. Janice McGeachin. Tensions
between Little and McGeachin, who were elected separately, got to the point where they were not
on speaking terms. By fall, McGeachin appeared in a video in which she denounced the restrictions
while holding agun and aBible. “We recognize that al of us are by nature, free and equal, and have
certain inalienablerights,” she said in the video, which elsewhere posited that the pandemic “may or
may not be occurring.” Little countered that the state was at “ a crisis with our healthcare system” and
needed to impose some restrictions. In April 2021, the legislature failed to override Little' sveto of a
bill that would have curbed the emergency powers he had used during the pandemic. Separately, that
same month, Littlefinally signed abill to makeit harder to qualify initiatives for the ballot, enacting
apriority of rural areas.

It was clear to observersthat M cGeachin was positioning herself asapossible primary challenger
to Little in 2022; Labrador could make a second run as well. Either would pose a more severe test
than whatever candidate the Democrats manage to come up with. Little also sparred with the more
conservative wing of his party in the legislature; when he suggested that the legislature either delay
its 2021 session or make it virtual, the idea got no traction from legislators.





