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Stormy  

It was the month of The Storm. 
Most of Washington east of the Cascades was 

not so severely hit by it that the storm of 
December 14 was a much bigger deal than many 
other winter storms of recent years; the Cascades in 
Washington (as in Oregon) seemed to soften the 
blow of the piledriver as it headed in from the 
Pacific. But the four-fifths of Washington or more 
living west of the Cascades felt it like a hammer 
blow, and their sleek, high-tech, thoroughly 
modern existence was, for many, transformed back 
to something from another century. More than a 
million people lost electric power for at least a day, 
and many thousands lost it for more than a week. 
Some people – the numbers varied by estimate, but 
by most at least six – died as a direct result of the 
storm. 

Recovery took its time, and continued through 
the remainder of the month as many 
Washingtonians tried to reorient themselves to 
Christmas and New Years celebrations. 

Politics took a back seat. Governor Chris 
Gregoire unveiled a budget proposal that sounded 
the most ambitious notes of any in many years. 
Republicans considered what to do now after their 
losses in November, and contemplated whether a 
leadership change should be in the works. The 
debate over the future of the Alaskan Way highway 
at Seattle took on a more focused, but not 
necessarily more definitive, character. 

And as the old year transformed into new, 
almost everyone in the state hoped the worst of 
winter was behind. 

WWW PPP AAA DDD    
 

WWWaaassshhhiiinnngggtttooonnn   PPPuuubbbllliiiccc   
AAAffffffaaaiiirrrsss   DDDiiigggeeesssttt   
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Excerpted 

 

Easier on toxics 

From a December 22 release by the state Department of Ecology. 
The head of Washington Department of Ecology 

expressed disappointment today that the federal 
Environmental Protection Agency has relaxed pollution-
reporting rules requiring industries to report the toxic 
substances they create. 

“This change means that the people of Washington state 
will lose valuable information regarding up to 1.5 million 
pounds of toxic releases annually in and near communities 
throughout the state,” said Ecology Director Jay Manning. 
“Additionally, we could lose all release data for eight of the 
top 40 facilities with the highest relative risk ranking, based 
on 2002 information.” 

 
 
FLOYD TO WSU  Elson S. Floyd, president of the four-campus University of 
Missouri, was selected on December 13by the Washington State University Board 
of Regents as the university’s 10th president. He will succeed WSU President V. 
Lane Rawlins, who will retire June 30 after serving as WSU president for seven 
years. (Photo//Washington State University)   
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Manning added: “he Toxics Release Inventory is part of 
the federal Community Right to Know Act, and the new, 
relaxed EPA reporting requirement denies our citizens 
information they have a right to. This federal decision not 
only reduces our ability to protect public health and the 
environment, but it also threatens the public's trust in their 
government.” 

On Monday, EPA adjusted pollution-reporting 
requirements for manufacturers that it keeps in an 
information database called the federal Toxics Release 
Inventory. Federal law requires that industrial facilities and 
manufacturing plants report specific toxic chemicals 
discharged based on their use of the chemical, even if they 
are not discharged in toxic amounts at any one time. 

The changes, issued in the name of reducing burden to 
industry, won't result in a significant reduction in the time it 
takes industry to meet the requirements, Manning said. 
However, it will deprive the public of information they have 
been entitled to since 1987. 

The new federal requirement allows more businesses to 
use a short form to report the name of the chemical used or 
released. Previously, these businesses were required to report 
detailed information about how a chemical was used, 
released, transferred, burned for energy recovery, recycled or 
disposed off site. The TRI tracks 650 chemicals that are in 
commercial use. 

Manning said the current TRI reporting requirements 
have worked well. 

They have helped regulators keep track of releases of 
pollution and helped agencies such as Ecology focus 
resources on areas where pollution-prevention efforts can 
pay off. In fact, many businesses use the inventory as an 
opportunity to show how little pollution they release. The 
inventory provides critical information to Washington 
residents and to the news media regarding toxics produced 
in their communities. 

“To weaken these regulations is a step backwards and a 
disservice to the public and increases the risk toxic chemicals 
pose to human and environmental health,” he said. 

Ecology is particularly concerned about certain long-
lasting, toxic substances, such as mercury 
<http://www.ecy.wa.gov/mercury/>, that build up in the 
tissues of humans and animals.  Statewide mercury releases 
dropped 11 percent from 2001 to 2002, a trend Ecology 
wants to see continue, Manning added. 

Ecology is working to reduce toxic chemicals in 
Washington. There are about 80,000 chemicals in use in the 
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U.S. today and while many of them have added to society's 
quality of life, the health effects from the thousands of these 
chemicals, particularly on young children, is not known. 

 

Why no nativity 

A legal rundown, from the office of the attorney general, on why a 
request to place a nativity scene in the statehouse rotunda was rejected. 
It is online at 
http://www.atg.wa.gov/releases/2006/rel_GA_Decorations_12280
6.html  

For many years, the state has decorated and displayed an 
evergreen tree in the Capitol rotunda, in celebration of the 
holiday season. On December 18, 2006, Governor Christine 
Gregoire held a menorah lighting ceremony in the rotunda, 
adding a menorah to the holiday display. In making her 
decision to add a menorah, the Governor did not consult 
with the Attorney General’s Office, but referred to the US 
Supreme Court case of Allegheny County v. Greater 
Pittsburgh ACLU, which stated that Christmas and 
Chanukah are part of a winter holiday season, which has 
attained an independent secular status in our society. The 
Allegheny Court held that in the context of the particular 
display considered in that case, the menorah served as 
recognition of cultural diversity and was part of a secular 
celebration of the season.  

On the day following the menorah lighting ceremony, 
the Department of General Administration received an oral 
request from Mr. Ronald Wesselius to display a nativity 
scene in the state Capitol rotunda. The Department of 
General Administration contacted its Assistant Attorney 
General late on December 19, 2006, for legal advice 
regarding the display.  

Whether a particular holiday display will be found to 
violate the Constitution is a complex fact specific question, 
and remains very difficult to predict. The Establishment 
Clause prohibits government from endorsing religion, but 
allows secular displays to celebrate the holiday season. The 
basic question in all of the cases is whether a particular 
display is a permissible secular celebration of the holidays, or 
an impermissible governmental endorsement of religion.  

In making a determination about the permissibility of a 
display, the court considers many factors, including the 
purpose of the display, its precise content and location, its 
surroundings, and history relating to the display. However, 
the significance that the court will give to any one or more 
of these factors, and how they will be balanced in any given 
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case is very difficult to forecast and appears to depend 
greatly on the precise facts and circumstances at issue.  

In Lynch v. Donnelly,(1985), the U.S. Supreme Court 
upheld the display of a nativity scene on public property, in 
conjunction with many other symbols, as a secular display of 
holiday celebration. In another case, Allegheny County v. 
Greater Pittsburgh ACLU, (1989), the Court ruled that 
the display of a nativity scene on the main staircase of a 
county courthouse in conjunction with a religious banner 
violated the constitution as a religious display. The Court’s 
analysis in both cases provides further indication that careful 
attention must be paid to the details of each particular 
display. 

In the present case, Mr. Wesselius provided little or no 
specific detail of what he was seeking to have placed in the 
rotunda, and he did so only three working days before 
Christmas. The request to display a nativity scene raised 
complex constitutional issues that warranted and deserved 
careful and thoughtful legal analysis. Moreover, the 
constitutional issues that surround such displays are not the 
only important factors for policymakers to consider in 
addressing such requests. Ultimately, the decision whether to 
allow a particular display, and if so, how, when and where, is 
a policy decision for General Administration.  

The lateness and generality of Mr. Wesselius’ request to 
display a nativity scene made it impossible to conduct the 
sort of careful legal analysis and policy evaluation necessary 
to responsibly determine whether to grant the request. As a 
consequence, General Administration made the decision to 
deny Mr. Wesselius’ request for this holiday season. 

On Dec. 26, 2006, Mr. Wesselius sued Governor 
Gregoire and General Administration officials in federal 
district court. The suit asserts that General Administration’s 
decision to deny Mr. Wesselius’ request violated his 
constitutional rights, and seeks money damages. Mr. 
Wesselius also filed an emergency motion asking the court 
to order General Administration to allow him to display a 
nativity scene in the Capitol rotunda at this time.  

On Dec. 27, 2006, the federal district court denied Mr. 
Wesselius’ request for an emergency order. The court noted 
the “shifting legal landscape surrounding the placement of 
religious symbols on public property”, and wrote that, given 
“the fact specific approach to similar issues in other cases”, 
Mr. Wesselius had not shown that he was entitled to have 
his request granted.  
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Indicators 
 

UNEMPLOYMENT [Washington’s seasonally adjusted 
nonfarm employment increased by 4,900 in November. This 
is smaller than October’s downward revised 7,200 payroll 
gain.  

Year-over-year job employment was up by 3.2 percent 
(+88,500) in November, down slightly from October’s 3.4 
percent gain.  

The goods-producing sector experienced a 6.5 percent 
increase over the year (+30,300). Within the goods-
producing sector, construction posted the largest year-over-
year payroll gain in November (+16,500).  Employment in 
the service-providing sector saw a 2.4 percent gain over the 
year (+58,200).  

In November, industry sectors with the largest 
employment growth were professional and business services 
(+1,900), manufacturing (+1,600), transportation, 
warehousing, and utilities (+1,300), and construction (+600). 

Industries with the largest declines were retail trade (-
800), leisure and hospitality (-400), natural resources (-100) 
and other services (-100). Information was the only sector to 
remain flat with zero growth for November. 

Washington’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate 
increased to 5.0 in November from 4.8 percent in October 
as the labor force (+0.7 percent) grew faster than 
employment (+0.5 percent). 

Nonfarm payroll employment was up 0.2 percent (4,900) 
on a seasonally adjusted basis in November after posting a 
larger gain of 7,200 in October, although October’s gain was 
revised down from the preliminary report published last 
month.  

Payroll employment in the goods-producing sector 
increased by 0.4 percent (+2,100); this sector accounts for 
about 17 percent of total nonfarm employment. 

Manufacturing payrolls experienced a healthy gain 
(+1,600) in November, all of it coming from durable goods 
(+1,800). The most important component of durable goods 
was transportation equipment manufacturing (+900) with 
aerospace (+800) contributing largely to November’s 
increase. Over the year, manufacturing had the third largest 
job growth of any sector, adding 13,900 jobs for an annual 
increase of 5 percent. 
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Construction increased by 600 in November with an 
over-the-year gain of 16,500 in payroll employment (9 
percent). Specialty trade contractors (+700) contributed 
largely to November’s increase. Heavy and civil engineering 
(-100) saw negative growth while construction of buildings 
remained at October’s level. The gain in construction is in 
contrast to the national trend: construction payrolls fell in 
both October and November in the U.S. Incidentally, it is 
possible that heavy and civil engineering payrolls were 
negatively impacted by severe weather conditions in the state 
in November. 

Natural resources and mining payrolls experienced 
negative growth (-100) in November. This comes after an 
increase (+100) in October. 

Service-providing sectors account for nearly 83 percent 
of total nonfarm employment and posted a 0.1 percent gain 
(+2,800). In November, professional and business services 
grew by 1,900. Administrative support services (+1,800) 
contributed considerably to this increase. Over the year, this 
sector increased by 17,300 (1.8 percent).  

Transportation, warehousing, and utilities payrolls had 
the second largest growth in November (+1,300) with over-
the-year gains of 4.4 percent (+4,200) in payroll 
employment.  

In October, education and health services saw an 
increase of 500. Social assistance (+300) contributed largely 
to this increase. 

The financial activities sector had growth of 200 in 
October, with over-the-year increases of 600. 

Wholesale trade had a slight increase in employment 
(+100). 

Government employment saw a small increase (+100). 
Increases were seen solely in federal government (+400) 
while local government (-300) contributed negatively. State 
government remained flat with zero growth. 

Information employment saw zero net growth in 
October. Gains seen within the sector were concentrated in 
software publishing (+500). 

Leisure and hospitality (-400) and retail trade (-800) 
experienced negative growth in October. General 
merchandise stores (-1,100) contributed significantly to the 
negative growth in retail trade. This is in line with the 
national trend – traditional department stores are not 
performing as well as box stores (wholesale clubs such as 
Costco and Sam’s Club.) Also, with strong employment 
growth throughout the year, it is likely that general 
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merchandise stores may not have hired as many seasonal 
employees as they typically do this time of year. 

Washington’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate 
increased 0.2 percentage points in November to 5.0 percent; 
it was down from a year ago when the jobless rate stood at 
5.4 percent. 

The civilian labor force participation rate increased to 
67.5 percent in November, up moderately from the October 
level. November’s labor force increased 0.7 percent during 
the month to 3,361,000 and was up over the year by 1.0 
percent. 

Employment increased by 0.5 percent between October 
and November to a level of 3,192,900. Compared to a year 
ago, employment fell by 0.4 percent. 

Total unemployment increased 4.2 percent in November 
to a level of 167,800 from October. Nevertheless, the 
number of unemployed persons was 6.0 percent lower than 
a year ago in November. 
[http://www.workforceexplorer.com/article.asp?ARTICLEID=7558&PAGEID=
148&SUBID=] 

  
TAX COLLECTIONS From an October report by the state 

Department of Revenue: 
Taxable retail sales increased 10.5 percent during the 

second quarter of 2006, the biggest 
percentage gain in 16 years, according 
to the Washington State Department of 
Revenue. 

Sales by Washington businesses 
reached $27.6 billion during the April 
through June period, a $2.6 billion 
increase over the second quarter of 
2005. 

The 10.5 percent gain was the 
biggest percentage increase since sales 
rose 10.9 percent during the second 
quarter of 1990. 

Retail trade was up 9.2 percent to 
$12.3 billion. Retail trade tracks sales at 
retail outlets and excludes such volatile 
sectors as construction. 

In the retail trade sector, computer 
and software sales were up 30.2 percent to $306.7 million; 
building materials and garden equipment rose 12.8 percent 
to $1.5 billion; RV, boat and motorcycle sales increased 11.7 

SNOWPACK % OF NORM is 
running above normal statewide. 
133 Priest, Coeur d'Alene, St. 

Joe, Spokane, Palouse 
126 Columbia above Methow 
146 Chelan, Entiat, Wenatchee 
137 Upper Yakima 
155 Lower Yakima 
122 Walla Walla, Touchet 
139 Lewis, Cowlitz 
136 White, Green, Puyallup 
122 Cedar, Snoqualmie, 

Skykomish, Tolt 
139 Baker, Skagit, Nooksack 

- Olympic 
The percentage represents the total 
precipitation (beginning October 1st) 
found at selected SNOTEL sites in or 
near the basin compared to the average 
value for those sites on this day. 
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percent to $441.7 million; and jewelry and luggage sales were 
up 10.2 percent to $106.4 million. In the service sector, 
accommodations sales were up 13.1 percent to $483.4 
million, while restaurant and bar sales were up 5.6 percent to 
$2.1 billion. Construction sales were up 19.8 percent to $5.3 
billion. 

Among the most populous counties, King County was 
up 11 percent to $10.8 billion; Pierce County was up 9.8 
percent to $3.0 billion; Snohomish County was up 15.3 
percent to $2.7 billion; Spokane County was up 10.0 percent 
to $1.8 billion; and Clark County was up 9.2 percent to $1.2 
billion. 

Among cities with the highest sales, Seattle was up 10.8 
percent to $3.9 billion; Bellevue was up 11.4 percent to $1.3 
billion; Tacoma was up 9.6 percent to $1.1 billion; and 
Spokane was up 10.1 percent at $960.4 million. Everett 
jumped 24.3 percent to $681.3 million, while Vancouver was 
up 9.3 percent to $655.2 million. 

 
WEATHER The weather in Washington dried and heated, 

at times surpassing the norms, during October as the 
available snowpack gradually diminished in size. 

 
 Dec  7 Dec  14 Dec  21 Dec  28 

Seattle 48/36 s 38/31 s 44/35 c 41/33 c 

Tacoma 49/45 c 38/28 c 47/34 r 42/31 c 

Spokane 38/30 c 32/17 c 33/23 c 32/20 c 

Vancouver 53/45 c 42/28 s 45/34 s 44/31 c 

Yakima 38/27 c 32/-3 s 35/19 s 36/19 s 

Bellingham 49/44 c 40/27 s 45/33 c 42/31 s 

s- sunny; c - cloudy; r - rainy; p-snow 
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Politics  
 

REPUBLICAN PARTY BATTLE? The November elections 
were disastrous for Washington state Republicans, but not 
all of their losses may be over yet. During December reports 
surfaced that state Republican Chair Diane Tebelius, just 
elected to that post early in 2006, might be seriously 
challenged for it early in 2007 – by one of the Republicans 
who lost a legislative seat in November, former state Senator 
Luke Esser. 

In the November election in Washington, Republicans 
did hold on to two strongly challenged U.S. House seats. 
But in the statehouse, they lost six seats in the Senate and 
five seat in the state House. 

The Seattle Post Intelligencer reported on December 6 that 
“GOP insiders say Esser is working to line up support to 
oppose Tebelius when the 117-member Republican State 
Committee – three from each county – holds its biennial 
reorganization meeting January 27.” 

Democrats, meanwhile, indicated they had little interest 
in changing leadership. 

 
ELECTED OFFICIAL SALARY PLANNING The 

commission charged with setting salaries for Washington’s 
elected officials (some of them, at least) has established its 
meeting schedule for the year.  

• January 9, 10 - (Tuesday and Wednesday).9 a.m. - 4 
p.m.. Phoenix Inn. Olympia. .Testimony by the Elected 
Officials.  Public Hearing. Work Session Adopt the 
Proposed 2007-08 Salary Schedule 

• February 22 - .6 p.m. - 9 p.m.. Holiday Inn, Everett. 
Public Hearing; Work Session 

• March 22 - .6 p.m. - 9 p.m.. Red Lion Inn. Port 
Angeles. Public Hearing. Work Session 

• April 19 - 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.. Red Lion River Inn. 
Spokane. Public Hearing. Work Session 
[http://www1.leg.wa.gov/documents/wsr/2006/24/06-24-063.htm] 
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Federal/Congress 
 

  SALES TAX DEDUCTION PASSES  

he Congress passed and President Bush signed into 
law in December a measure which allows residents of 
Washington (and other states) to deduct sales tax 

payments from their federal income taxes. The issue had 
particular pertinence in Washington, a state without an 
income tax (where deductibility is already built in) but with a 
higher than average sales tax, which partially makes up the 
difference.  

At a Seattle car dealership on December 12, Senators 
Patty Murray and Maria Cantwell joined Congressman Brian 
Baird for a press conference to highlight last week’s passage 
of the state sales tax deductibility measure in Congress. The 
measure extends the sales tax cut for the 2006 and 2007 tax 
years.  

To take advantage of the deduction, tax filers should 
obtain IRS Publication 600, which will be made available on 
the IRS website (www.irs.gov) within three days of the 
president’s signing of the bill. Hard copies of Publication 
600 will go out in the mail after the holidays and will be 
available at local IRS offices, libraries, post offices, and other 
locations that provide tax forms. Baird led the effort in the 
House of Representatives, and worked with members from 
both sides of the aisle, to bring the state sales tax extension 
bill to the floor before adjournment last week. Cantwell and 
Murray both worked for months to get the deduction 
through the Senate. 

Baird and Cantwell have also introduced stand-alone 
legislation, co-sponsored by Murray, that would make the 
state sales tax deduction a permanent feature of the U.S. tax 
code. [http://murray.senate.gov/news.cfm?id=266876] 

 
MURRAY STAFF CHANGES In January, Jeff Bjornstad 

takes over from Rick Desimone as Senator Patty Murray’s 
chief of staff. 

Previously, he held the staff chief position for U.S. 
Representative Rick Larsen (Washington’s 2nd district) and 
before that for another representative from Washington, 
Adam Smith. [see 
http://blog.seattletimes.nwsource.com/davidpostman/archives/2007/01/new_chi
ef_of_staff_for_murray.html] 

T 
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VA OUTPATIENT CLINIC  The Department of Veterans 

Affairs in December announced a location for a new 
Community Based Outpatient Clinic in Wenatchee. The new 
clinic will provide primary and mental health care for the 
26,000 underserved veterans in Chelan, Douglas, Ferry, 
Grant Kittitas and Okanogan counties. It will be located at 
2530 Chester Kimm Road, Confluence Building, Wenatchee. 
[http://murray.senate.gov/news.cfm?id=266698] 

 
 

Lobbyists/Washington 

These are congressional lobbyists, representing Washington clients, 
who filed reports last month. The reports cover 2006 unless otherwise 
noted. 

Ads Ventures (Boston) • Cascade Designs, Inc. mid-
year Report 2006, December 13. • Outdoor Research mid-
year Report 2006, December 13. 

American Business Development • Group Blr 
Aerospace, LLC. mid-year termination Washington mid-year 
(Jan 1- Jun 30) 2006, December 13. 

Barbour Griffith & Rogers, LLC • Lynx Medical 
Systems Registration 2006, December 20. 

Bartlett & Bendall, LLC • Washington Mutual Bank 
mid-year Report Washington mid-year (Jan 1- Jun 30) 2006, 
December 7. 

Bockorny Petrizzo, Inc. (Bockorny Group, Inc. as of 
July 1) • Aquantive mid-year termination 2006, December 
15. • Childrens Hospital & Regional Medical Center mid-
year Report 2006, December 15. • Fred Hutchinson Cancer 
Research Center mid-year termination 2006, December 15. • 
Northwest Center mid-year termination 2006, December 15. 
• Pugent Sound Energy mid-year termination amendment 
2005, December 15. • Seafreeze Alaska mid-year 
termination 2006, December 15. • Seattle Cancer Care 
Alliance mid-year termination amendment 2005, December 
15. • Vulcan mid-year termination 2006, December 15. 

C&M Capitolink • General Mines Inc mid-year Report 
2006, December 14. 

Capitol Hill Consulting Group • Carrix mid-year 
Report 2006, December 1. 
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Capitol Resources Washington Representation • 
Aculight Corp mid-year Report 2006, December 4. • Meyers 
& Co, B E mid-year Report 2006, December 4. 

Clark Consulting Federal Policy Group • Microsoft 
Corp mid-year Report 2006, December 1. 

Cornerstone Government Affairs, LLC • Avure 
Technologies mid-year Report 2006, December 4. 

Dorsey & Whitney LLP • SSA Marine Year-End 
termination (No Activity) 2005, December 20. 

Peter Harter • Intellectual Ventures mid-year Report 
Washington mid-year (Jan 1- Jun 30) 2006, December 19. 

Joseph Group LLC • ICO mid-year Report Washington 
mid-year (Jan 1- Jun 30) 2006, December 15. 

Matthew Kambrod • Ronald Microvision mid-year 
termination Washington mid-year (Jan 1- Jun 30) 2006, 
December 27. 

Kelley Drye & Warren LLP/Kelley Drye Collier 
Shannon • Legacy Fishing mid-year Report Washington 
mid-year (Jan 1- Jun 30) 2006, December 21. 

Lundquist Nethercutt & Griles LLC • Confederated 
Tribes of the Colville Reservation mid-year Report 2006, 
December 7. • Isothermal Systems Research Inc mid-year 
Report 2006, December 7. • Meyers & Co Inc, B E mid-year 
Report 2006, December 7. 

Donald Massey • Nintendo of America Inc. mid-year 
(No Activity) 2006, December 8. 

McBee Strategic Consulting • Apco Worldwide (on 
behalf of Northwest Coalition for Affordable Power) mid-
year Report 2006, December 1. • Calypso Medical 
Technologies Inc. mid-year Report 2006, December 1. • 
Central Puget Sound Regional Transit Authority mid-year 
Report 2006, December 1. • City of Auburn mid-year 
Report 2006, December 1. • City of Everett mid-year 
Report 2006, December 1. • Dimension 4 mid-year Report 
2006, December 1. • Groundfish Forum mid-year Report 
2006, December 1. • Imperium Renewables mid-year Report 
2005, December 1. • Imperium Renewables mid-year Report 
2006, December 1. • Lumera Corp Registration 2006, 
December 1. • Microvision mid-year Report 2006, 
December 1. • Neah Power Systems mid-year Report 2006, 
December 1. • Port of Seattle mid-year Report December 1. 
• Power Resource Managers mid-year Report 2006, 
December 1. • Sagem Morpho mid-year termination (No 
Activity) 2006, December 1.• Snohomish County Pud mid-
year Report 2006, December 1. • Snohomish County Pud 
mid-year Report 2006, December 1. • Tulalip & Join Board 
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For Managing The Construction of The Everett Tu Tulalip 
Wa Registration 2006, December 1. • Vigilos, Inc. mid-year 
termination 2006, December 1. • Washington Closure 
Hanford, LLC mid-year Report 2006, December 1. 

Meece Enterprises LLC • Ico mid-year Report 
Washington mid-year (Jan 1- Jun 30) 2006, December 20. 

Nickles Group • Intellectual Ventures mid-year Report 
Washington mid-year (Jan 1- Jun 30) 2006, December 18. 

Oldaker Biden & Belair LLP • Nu Element Inc mid-
year Report Washington mid-year (Jan 1- Jun 30) 2006, 
December 5. 

P3 Consulting LLC • Mustang Survival Inc mid-year 
Report Washington mid-year (Jan 1- Jun 30) 2006, 
December 11. 

Petrizzo Strategic Group Inc • Aquantive Registration 
2006, December 20. • Childrens Hospital & Regional 
Medical Center Registration 2006, December 20. • Fred 
Hutchinson Cancer Research Center Registration 2006, 
December 20. • Northwest Center Registration 2006, 
December 20. • Saint Martins University Registration 2006, 
December 20. • Seattle Biomedical Research Inst 
Registration 2006, December 20. • Seattle Cancer Care 
Alliance Registration 2006, December 20. • United States 
Seafoods/Alaska Seafreeze Registration Washington 2006, 
December 20. • Vulcan Inc - A Paul G Allen Company, 
Registration 2006, December 20. 

Plum Creek Timber Company • mid-year Report 
2006, December 15. 

Polispace - James A. M. Muncy Airlaunch LLC mid-year 
Report 2006, December 12. 

Preston Gates Ellis & Rouvelas Meeds LLP • Zillow, 
Inc. Registration 2006, December 22. 

Redmond Peyton & Braswell • Ocean Beauty Seafood 
mid-year (No Activity) 2006, December 18. 

Sallstrom Consulting • Microsoft Corp mid-year (No 
Activity), Year-End termination 2006, December 8. 

Saul Ewing LLP • Multi Species Development 
Holdings LLC Registration Washington 2006, December 21. 

Scott Group • Acucela Inc mid-year Report 2006, 
December 20. 

Sonosky, Chambers, Sachse, Endreson & Perry, 
LLP  • Skokomish Tribe Year-End (no activity) 2005, 
December 4. 
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Stanton Park Group • Microsoft Corporation mid-year 
Report 2006, December 8. 

Stiefel Jones & Gaston Consulting, LLC • Chignik 
Regional Aquaculture Association. mid-year (no activity) 
2006, December 20. 

Strategies 360 • Cascade Water Alliance mid-year 
Report 2006, December 5. • Grant County Public Utility 
District mid-year Report 2006, December 5. • Harold E. 
Lemay Museum mid-year Report 2006, December 5. •  
Inologic mid-year Report 2006, December 5. • Northwest 
Maritime Center mid-year Report 2006, December 5. •  
Snohomish County, Washington mid-year termination 2006, 
December 5. • U S Seafoods mid-year Report 2006, 
December 5. 

Tew Cardenas LLP • Community Colleges of Spokane 
Foundation mid-year termination Washington mid-year (Jan 
1- Jun 30) 2006, December 13. 

Thompson Smitch Consulting Group Inc • Bechtel 
Hanford mid-year Report 2006, December 1. • Cascade 
Land Conservancy mid-year Report 2006, December 1. • 
City of Kent mid-year Report 2006, December 1. • 
Northwest Marine Technologies mid-year Report 2006, 
December 1. •  Rayonier mid-year Report 2006, December 
1. • Tacoma Public Utility mid-year Report 2006, December 
1. • Topia Ventures mid-year Report 2006, December 1. • 
Western Rivers Conservancy mid-year Report 2006, 
December 1. 

Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek Government Affairs • 
Benaroya Research Institute at Virginia Mason, mid-year 
termination 2006, December 12. 
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State Government 
 
ASIA TRADE MISSION Governor Chris Gregoire met 

with South Korean government and business officials on 
topics ranging from agriculture to medical science on the 
first day of her trade mission to Asia. Governor Gregoire 
and members of her business delegation met with a Korean 
pharmaceutical company that has operations in Washington. 
They promoted Washington agricultural products at a 
restaurant and a Costco store, and met with the chairperson 
of ECONET, a natural products company with operations 
in Lacey. The delegation includes 80 representatives from 
the business, education, agriculture and tourism fields. 
Senator Paull Shin, agriculture department director Valoria 
Loveland and community, trade and economic development 
department director Juli Wilkerson are accompanying 
Governor Gregoire. [http://www.governor.wa.gov/news/news-
view.asp?pressRelease=373&newsType=1 ] 

EXCISE TAX ADVISORY The state Department of 
Revenue has issued Excise Tax Advisory 2036.29A. 
Computing Leasehold Excise Tax at Public Marinas (ETA 
2036). The leasehold excise tax is imposed on private 
interests in publicly owned real or personal property. The 
LET is "in lieu" of the property tax and intended to provide 
equity in taxation of all property. This advisory provides 
public marinas with an acceptable formula to compute the 
amount of LET the marinas as lessors are required to collect 
from lessees. This formula uses a square footage formula in 
conjunction with rental rates in calculating the LET due.      
A copy of this document is available via the internet at 
http://www.dor.wa.gov/content/laws/eta/eta.aspx  

 

Regulation 

An overview of developments in state regulatory activity. This list 
includes only substantive changes; typographical and structural revisions 
generally are omitted. Washington State Register is located at 
http://www1.leg.wa.gov/CodeReviser/Washington+State+Register/  
Emergency 

Department of Fish & Game plans to amend personal 
fishing rules to protect hatchery coho runs in the Kalama, 
Klickitat, Lewis and Washougal rivers. [WSR 06-24-001] It 
also is considering changes to the rules on coastal crab. 
(WSR 06-24-062] 
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Home Care Quality Authority has developed 
emergency rules on several core questions, such as, “Who is 
required to complete safety training and when must it be 
completed? and 257-05-240 Will DSHS deny payment of an 
individual provider who does not complete safety training?” 
By way of explanation of the need to act quickly: “The 
current WAC would require individual providers already 
caring for consumers of in-home care services prior to 
December 1, 2004, to complete safety training conducted by 
and through the home care quality authority. Without the 
emergency rule, if this WAC were to be applied on or after 
January 1, 2007, to all the workers in this category who have 
not completed the training, DSHS must deny payment to 
these workers who continue to care for consumers of in-
home care services. Without payment, care providers might 
not provide continued care, which could jeopardize the 
health and safety of those consumers.” [WSR 06-24-031] 
Pre-proposal 

Department of Agriculture is considering an industry 
petition requesting that the crucifer quarantine be modified 
to provide an exemption for seed already in inventory when 
the quarantine became effective, to increase the minimum 
quantity that is exempt from the quarantine, and in lieu of 
tagging each container, to allow alternative wording to be 
placed on an invoice to communicate that seed that is sold 
into the regulated area meets the quarantine requirements. 
[WSR 06-22-068] 

Another proposal would modify the due dates for 
phytosanitary field inspection applications for spring planted 
annual seed crops in eastern Washington. The current rule 
has the due dates ranging from April 15 through July 1. 
There has been a shift in planting dates with some early 
planted crops that see some fields established in late 
February and some late crops not planted until after the July 
1 deadline. [WSR 06-24-107] 

Department of Early Learning is amending family 
home child care licensing rules, chapter 170-296 WAC, to 
clarify the rules, align with the quality rating and 
improvement system, and address previous omissions, and 
set minimum standards for homes. [WSR 06-24-051] 

Board of Education is starting a negotiated rulemaking 
process on revised rules for graduation. [WSR 06-24-013] 

It is also considering changes, through negotiated 
rulemaking, to the state rule which requires teachers to be at 
their school a half-hour before students are scheduled to 
arrive. [WSR 06-24-022] 
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Department of Fish & Wildlife is planning to update 
rules for the issuance of grazing permits including temporary 
permits on Washington department of fish and wildlife 
lands. Existing WAC language does not provide sufficient 
flexibility for WDFW to address emergency short term 
grazing needs or new pilot grazing projects. [WSR 06-24-
116] 

Gambling Commission is working on rules covering 
poker wagering limits. Commission meetings on the subject 
run January through March. [WSR 06-24-116] 

Horse Racing Commission is considering 
amendments to rules on entries, starts, declarations and 
scratches. [WSR 06-24-020] Elsewhere, it also is planning to 
review the controlled medication program. [WSR 06-24-044] 

Office of Minority and Women’s Business 
Enterprises is developing a change to a rule to “allow use 
of a declaration by the owner(s) of a business applicant in 
place of a sworn statement by the owner(s) of a business 
applicant for the application for certification, application for 
recertification and annual update, unless a sworn statement 
is specifically required by federal law or regulation.” [WSR 
06-24-127] 

Department of Social & Health Services is planning a 
rule intended to clarify requirements concerning 
establishment of administrative child support orders. [WSR 
06-24-111] 

The agency also is considering revisions to a range of 
provisions covering nursing facility Medicaid payment, 
including amendment of rules on accounts receivable, 
increasing the amount of a resident’s funds that a nursing 
home must deposit from $50 to $100, and recalculating 
certain rates used by nursing homes. [WSR 06-24-112] 

Department of Transportation is beginning negotiated 
rulemaking on its standards for establishing toll rates. The 
department notes, “Interested parties can participate in the 
decision to adopt the new rule and formulation of the 
proposed rule before publication by contacting Mr. R. David 
Pope, Toll Systems Manager, Washington State Department 
of Transportation, Olympic Region, Tacoma Narrows 
Bridge Project, 3214 50th Street Court N.W., Suite 302, Gig 
Harbor, WA 98335-8583, e-mail Poped@wsdot.wa.gov.” 
[WSR 06-24-119] 
Permanent 

Department of Agriculture is repealing the quarantine 
provisions for citrus longhorned beetle in effect in parts of 
Tukwila established in WAC 16-470-800 through 16-470-
870. [WSR 06-24-125] 
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Gambling Commission is making permanent rules on 
gambling equipment: “Clarifies which type of financiers 
need to be licensed and which do not; requires businesses 
that analyze gambling equipment be licensed; and requires 
businesses that enter into ongoing financial relationships 
with manufacturers to provide "gambling related software" 
to be licensed. "Gambling related software" affects the 
results/outcome of games or directly interfaces with, or 
controls, the operation of the gambling equipment.” [WSR 
06-24-030] 

Department of Revenue is adopting five new rules 
which will clarify aspects of the state’s exemption of 
intangible personal property from property taxation. [WSR 
06-24-043] 

 

Appointments 

Gov. Chris Gregoire announced appointments to the following 
boards and commissions: 

Advisory Board of Plumbers: James Cooley of Cheney 
has been reappointed to a term effective December 7, 2006, 
ending July 1, 2009. Cooley is a retired certified plumbing 
and building inspector from the city of Spokane. Gary 
Jensen of Ferndale has been reappointed to a term effective 
December 7, 2006, ending July 1, 2009. Mr. Jensen is the 
president of Sullivan Plumbing Inc. and is a council member 
for the City of Ferndale. Craig Gresham of Poulsbo has 
been appointed to a term effective December 7, 2006 and 
ending July 1, 2009. Gresham is the President of Gresham 
Well Drilling and is an active Rotarian. Ron Weist of 
Olympia has been appointed to a term effective December 
7, 2006 and ending July 1, 2009. Mr. Weist is the branch 
manager for Western Hydro Corp.  

Central Washington University Board of Trustees 
Patricia Mattsen Notter of Wenatchee has been appointed to 
a term effective November 20, 2006, ending September 30, 
2012. Ms. Notter was an architectural designer and 
draftsman in Wenatchee and was the Wenatchee Public 
Works Commissioner. David Valdez of Seattle has been 
appointed to a term effective November 20, 2006, ending 
September 30, 2012. Mr. Valdez is the senior vice president 
for public affairs, policy and communications at Verizon 
Northwest.  

Clover Park Technical College Board of Trustees: 
Mary Moss of Lakewood has been appointed to a term 
effective November 20, 2006, ending September 30, 2008. 
Moss is the public relations manager for Harborstone Credit 
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Union. She serves as the secretary for the Lakewood 
Chamber of Commerce, the Military Affairs Committee and 
was the president of the Clover Park Foundation executive 
board.  

Commission on African American Affairs: Earl Ford 
of Vancouver has been reappointed to a term effective 
November 21, 2006, ending November 20, 2009. Mr. Ford 
is the president of the Vancouver branch of the NAACP 
and is a community activist. Dr. Michael Tate of Pullman 
has been reappointed to a term effective November 21, 
2006, ending November 20, 2009. Tate is the Vice President 
for Equity and Diversity at Washington State University and 
serves as the chief education advisor for the Competitive 
Program Unit in the USDA Cooperative State Research, 
Education and Extension Service.  

Correctional Industries Board of Directors: William 
Jeske of Seattle has been reappointed to a term effective 
December 6, 2006, ending September 25, 2009. Mr. Jeske is 
the retired associate director of the Northwest Trade 
Assistance Center, a former member of the Governor’s 
Council of Economic Advisors and an active member of 
Interaction Transition, an organization that helps inmates 
successfully transition from prison back into society. 

Employee Benefits Board: Brian Talbott of Randle has 
been appointed to a term effective November 15, 2006, 
ending June 30, 2008. Mr. Talbott is the superintendent for 
the White Pass School District. He taught high school in the 
district and was the principal of White Pass Junior and 
Senior High school.  

Evergreen State College Board of Trustees: Anne 
Proffitt of Freeland has been appointed to a term effective 
November 16, 2006, ending September 30, 2012. Ms. 
Proffitt is the artist and owner of Beach Fire Glass. She was 
the director of Human Resources at Microsoft.  

Emergency Medical Services/ Trauma Care 
Steering Committee: Mary Flick of Bremerton reappointed 
to a term ending August 15, 2009. Ms. Flick is a trauma 
coordinator for the Harrison Medical Center and is certified 
as an advanced registered nurse practitioner. Sam Sharar of 
Seattle reappointed to a term ending August 15, 2009. Mr. 
Sharar is a professor in the Department of Anesthesiology at 
the University of Washington. Ed Walkley of Tacoma 
reappointed to a term ending August 15, 2009. Dr. Walkley 
is an emergency physician at Mary Bridge Children’s 
Hospital & Pediatric Trauma Center in Tacoma. Ed Mund 
of Olympia appointed to a term ending August 15, 2009. 
Mund is the Business Manager for Graphic Concepts, Inc. 
and an east Olympia volunteer responder. Ronald DiRe-Day 
of Olympia appointed to a term ending August 15, 2009. He 
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is the Director of Operations for American Medical 
Response in Lewis, Pierce and Thurston Counties. 

Governor’s Committee on Disability Issues and 
Employment: Robin Sutherby of Hoquiam has been 
appointed to a term ending December 31, 2008. She is co-
leader of a disability task force for the Domestic Violence 
Center of Grays Harbor. Ben Brynildsen of Seattle has been 
appointed to a term effective December 7, 2006, ending 
December 31, 2008. He is career counselor at Everett 
Community College.  

Humanities Commission: Gemma Daggatt of Seattle 
has been reappointed to a term ending October 31, 2009. 
Daggatt is a project manager specializing in historical 
renovation and arts related projects. Carla Seaquist of Gig 
Harbor appointed to a term ending October 31, 2009. 
Seaquist is a playwright and artist. Dick Thompson of 
Olympia reappointed to a term ending October 31, 2009. 
Thompson served as director of the state Department of 
Community Development, secretary of the Department of 
Social and Health Services and as the Chief of Staff to Gov. 
Booth Gardner. 

Juvenile Justice Advisory Board: Christina Johnson-
Conley of Olympia appointed to a term effective December 
7, 2006, ending June 30, 2009. She is a self-employed nurse 
consultant and a student at the University of Washington, 
working towards her Ph.D. in Nursing.  

Northwest Straits Citizens Advisory Board: Scott 
McCreery of Blaine has been appointed to a term ending 
October 30, 2010. McCreery is senior environmental 
engineer for BP Cherry Point Refinery.  

Select Committee on Pension Policy: Lois Clement of 
Bellingham has been reappointed to a term ending June 30, 
2009. Clement is a retired librarian with the City of 
Bellingham. Randy Davis of Camano Island has been 
appointed to a term ending June 30, 2009. Davis is a science 
teacher with the Marysville School District. Corky Mattingly 
of Yakima reappointed to a term ending June 30, 2009. She 
is the Yakima County Auditor and was the Central 
Washington Regional Representative for Senator Patty 
Murray. David Westberg of Seattle has been reappointed to 
a term ending June 30, 2009. Westberg is the Business 
Manager for the International Union of Operating 
Engineers, Local 609, which represents Seattle Public 
Schools' cafeteria workers. 

Sentencing Guideline Commission: Mike Brasfield of 
Port Hadlock reappointed to a term ending August 2, 2009. 
He is sheriff for Jefferson County and is a member of the 
State Board on Law Enforcement Training, Standards and 
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Education. Tari Eitzen of Spokane reappointed to a term 
ending August 2, 2009. Judge Eitzen serves on the Spokane 
County Superior court. Judge Ellen Fair of Everett 
reappointed to a term ending August 2, 2009. Judge Fair 
serves on the Snohomish County Superior Court.  

Spokane Intercollegiate Research & Technology 
Institute: Gary Spanner of Richland has been appointed to 
a term effective December 11, 2006, ending June 30, 2009. 
Mr. Spanner is the manager of Economic Development for 
Battelle Pacific Northwest National Laboratory.  

State Council on Aging: Frank Cardwell of Ephrata has 
been reappointed to a term effective December 6, 2006, 
ending September 15, 2009. Mr. Cardwell was a social work 
supervisor in the Home and Community Services division of 
the Department of Social and Health Services. He was also 
an administrator in the U.S. Air Force.  

State Rehabilitation Council: Jeffry Abe-Gunter of 
Spokane reappointed to a term ending September 30, 2009. 
Abe-Gunter is a case and resource manager for the 
Department of Social and Health Services. Carol Maher of 
Olympia has been reappointed to a term effective December 
6, 2006, ending September 30, 2009. She is the barrier-free 
facilities program manger for the Department of General 
Administration. 

 

Auditor reports 

These reports from the office of the state auditor were 
released in December. 

Adams County Public Hospital District No. 3 (0595) - 
Audit Number: 28570. Audit Type: Accountability.  
December 29.  Coverage  January 2005 - December 2005. 

 Bellingham Technical College (S694) - Audit Number: 
29998. Audit Type: Accountability.  December 29.  
Coverage  7/1/2004 - 6/30/2006. 

 Grant County Public Hospital District No. 1 (1462) - 
Audit Number: 26211. Audit Type: Accountability.  
December 29.  Coverage  January 2005 - December 2005. 

Highlands Sewer District (2136) - Audit Number: 31352. 
Audit Type: Accountability.  December 29.  Coverage  
January 2004 - December 2005. 

Historic Seattle Preservation and Development Authority 
(2733) - Audit Number: 31298. Audit Type: Accountability.  
December 29.  Coverage  January 2004 - December 2005. 
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 King County Water District No. 19 (2698) - Audit 
Number: 26663. Audit Type: Accountability.  December 29.  
Coverage  January 2003 - December 2005. 

 Kittitas, City of (0471) - Audit Number: 29934. Audit 
Type: Accountability.  December 29.  Coverage  January 
2005 - December 2005. 

 Labor and Industries, Department of (S235) - Audit 
Number: 31823. Audit Type: FS Non-Single.  December 29.  
Coverage  7/1/2005 - 6/30/2006. 

 Legislative Transportation Committee (S015) - Audit 
Number: 27184. Audit Type: Accountability.  December 29.  
Coverage  7/1/2001 - 6/30/2006. 

 Mount Baker School District No 507 (2089) - Audit 
Number: 28949. Audit Type: FS Single.  December 29.  
Coverage  9/1/2005 - 8/31/2006. 

 Okanogan Conservation District (2741) - Audit 
Number: 25429. Audit Type: Accountability.  December 29.  
Coverage  January 2003 - December 2005. 

 Okanogan County Public Hospital District No. 3 (1482) 
- Audit Number: 26263. Audit Type: Accountability.  
December 29.  Coverage  January 2005 - December 2005. 

 Okanogan County Public Hospital District No. 4 (1483) 
- Audit Number: 26265. Audit Type: FS Non-Single.  
December 29.  Coverage  January 2005 - December 2005. 

 Oroville-Tonasket Irrigation District (1587) - Audit 
Number: 26283. Audit Type: Accountability.  December 29.  
Coverage  January 2004 - December 2005. 

 Pasco City and Franklin County Housing Authority 
(1503) - Audit Number: 28078. Audit Type: Accountability.  
December 29.  Coverage  7/1/2005 - 6/30/2006. 

 Vashon Maury Park and Recreation District (0171) - 
Audit Number: 27683. Audit Type: Accountability.  
December 29.  Coverage  January 2003 - December 2005. 

 Wahkiakum County (0172) - Audit Number: 31535. 
Audit Type: FS Single.  December 29.  Coverage  January 
2005 - December 2005. 

West Richland, City of (0212) - Audit Number: 27291. 
Audit Type: Accountability.  December 29.  Coverage  
January 2005 - December 2005..  
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Local Government 
 
MULTIPLE PATHS, ONE ALASKAN WAY Governor Chris 

Gregoire in December released findings on the Alaskan Way 
Viaduct replacement. Those conclude: 

• The finance plan for the Elevated Structure Alternative 
project as described in the draft environmental impact 
statement is "feasible and sufficient" to complete the 
project. 

• The finance plan for the Tunnel Alternative as 
described in the DEIS is not "feasible and sufficient" to 
complete the project. 

• With either option, opponents intend to obstruct a 
path forward through legislative or permitting processes; 
and to break the stalemate, “we must ask the voters of 
Seattle to vote to select either the tunnel or elevated 
structure with the understanding of the fiscal responsibility 
for the City. . . . We are at a political stalemate and must find 
a path forward to replace the viaduct. I don't believe that, 
without a vote, either option will move forward.  We need 
to hear directly from the people for whom this decision has 
the most impact.” 

Gregoire said that a vote should occur before the end of 
the legislative session.  That will provide time for the 
Regional Transportation Improvement District to get 
information to finalize their project list and submit it to the 
voters for a November 2007 decision.  It will also allow for 
legislative action. Gregoire has directed the Washington 
State Department of Transportation to continue work on 
both alternatives, so we can start construction on schedule 
in 2008.  

She has directed WSDOT to develop options for the 
elevated structure that provide the highest achievable 
standards of urban design and architectural quality for the 
corridor.  With both options, she directed WSDOT to 
develop a plan to carry out the construction work while 
minimizing disruption to businesses, residents and the 
traveling public to the greatest extent possible. 
[http://access.wa.gov/news/2006/Dec/n20061118_1948.aspx] 
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Legal 
 
SUPREME COURT ON LAND RULES The Washington 

Supreme Court on December 21 issued a decision that 
King County regulations to protect critical areas are not 
subject to a referendum. The vote was seven to two. The 
decision was issued in the case of 1000 Friends of 
Washington v. Rodney McFarland. 

In 2004, the King County Council adopted three 
ordinances to implement a State Growth Management Act 
requirement to protect critical areas. Opponents of the 
ordinances filed petitions to subject the ordinances to a 
referendum. The King County Superior Court found in 
January 2005 that a referendum election could not be held. 
The Supreme Court’s decision today affirmed the superior 
court’s decision. 

“I am gratified by this decision,” said King County 
Executive Ron Sims. “Property owners, builders, and the 
public benefit from the certainty this decision brings. Our 
flexible approach to implementation of critical area 
protections is working well for the public.”  

In response to public concerns about the new 
regulations, Development and Environmental Services and 
Natural Resources and Parks have implemented several 
programs to assist rural property owners. 

King County was joined by 1000 Friends of Washington 
and the Center for Environmental Law and Policy in the 
original lawsuit. At the Supreme Court the Washington 
Environmental Council, Association of Washington Cities, 
Washington State Department of Community, Trade & 
Economic Development and Master Builders Association of 
King and Snohomish Counties all filed supporting briefs. 
[http://www.metrokc.gov/exec/news/2006/1221cao.aspx] 

FEWER CLOSED RECORDS The Seattle Times, which 
through last year has reported on the large number of sealed 
court records in King County courts (at least 420 civil suits, 
266 guardianship cases, 692 divorces among others), said in 
a December 31 story that “since The Times began reporting 
on improper sealing practices in March of this year, such 
secrecy has evaporated. A recent review of King County 
court records failed to turn up even one civil, guardianship 
or divorce case that has been sealed in its entirety in the past 
nine months. Instead of being hidden away, files are being 
opened up.” 
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Business/Economy  
 

MINIMUM WAGE RISES Washington's minimum wage, 
one of the highest in the country, increases 30 cents to $7.93 
an hour beginning January 1. 

The Department of Labor and Industries recalculates the 
state's minimum wage each year in September as required by 
Initiative 688, which Washington state voters approved in 
1998. The initiative requires the state to adjust the minimum 
wage according to the change in the federal "CPI-W," which 
is a national index covering the cost of goods and services 
needed for day-to-day living. That index rose 3.9 percent 
during the 12 months ending Aug. 31, 2006. 

Washington's minimum wage applies to workers in both 
agriculture and non-agricultural jobs, although 14- and 15-
year olds may be paid 85 percent of the adult minimum 
wage, or $6.74 an hour. 
[http://access.wa.gov/news/2006/Dec/n20061127_8508.aspx] 

UNEMPLOYMENT, WORKER COMP RATES DOWN 
Governor Chris Gregoire and leaders of the Washington 
State Senate and State House of Representatives on 
December 4 announced that Washington employers will 
save an estimated $89 million in business taxes next year 
because of lower premiums for unemployment and workers' 
compensation insurance.   

Governor Gregoire has also proposed a six-month 
suspension of a portion of workers' compensation 
premiums that next year would save employers and workers 
another $315 million, bringing the total savings to more than 
$404 million.  [http://access.wa.gov/news/2006/Dec/n2006114_7614.aspx] 

MICROSOFT RELEASES VISTA, AND MORE Microsoft 
Corporation at Redmond hit a major bench point in late 
2006 with initial releases of the Windows Vista operating 
system and other associated software, which is expected to 
see much broader distribution to the home and desktop 
market early in 2007. Most early reviews of the software 
tended toward the positive. 

Controversy could not be avoided, however. While Vista 
was being touted as the most secure version of Windows 
yet, and in general receiving good reviews on that score, 
vulnerabilities and exposures in the system were reported 
late in December. 

Also in December, a dustup occurred when Microsoft 
began shipping review copes of Vista to influential bloggers 
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on new computers, without asking for the computers to be 
returned. Critics said the company was trying to buy good 
reviews. 

AVISTA REQUEST REJECTED The Washington 
Utilities and Transportation Commission in December 
dismissed a request by Avista Utilities to increase revenues 
by $28.9 million by raising electric rates for its Eastern 
Washington customers. The Public Counsel Section of the 
Washington State Attorney General’s Office objected to the 
request, which would have raised rates for residential 
customers by 9.7%. Rates for business customers also would 
have increased. 

Public Counsel and Industrial Customers of Northwest 
Utilities filed a motion to dismiss the request, arguing that 
Avista’s petition failed to comply with UTC policies and 
procedures for general rate hikes, and ignored conditions 
contained in a recent settlement agreement. Commissioners 
agreed with the argument. 

“Any general rate increase requested by a utility company 
must contain comprehensive financial information about the 
company for the most recent 12-month period for which 
that information was available,” Public Counsel Attorney 
Judy Krebs said. “Avista sought to rely on financial data that 
was two years old and incomplete.” 

Avista’s petition also violated a recent settlement 
agreement adopted by the UTC. That agreement requires 
the company to address several important matters when it 
requests a general rate case. A general rate increase involves, 
among other things, a request to increase the amount 
customers pay for utilities by at least 3%. 
[http://www.atg.wa.gov/releases/2006/rel_Avista_Rate_Hike_Dismissed_122906.
html] 
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Environment  
 

  THE BIG STORM  
ashington state withstood the heaviest November 
rains in its history only to learn that was merely 
preface to the main act – a tremendous storm that 

blew in on December 14 and left immense damage in its 
wake. For many people, that simply meant inconvenience, 
but others coped with floods and unusual amounts of 
standing water; an estimated seven people died. 

In between, the high winds blew over an extraordinary 
number of trees, blocking roads, damaging property and 
interrupting utilities, especially electric power. (The trees 
were thought to have been made more vulnerable because 
so much water had soaked into the ground the previous 
month, weakening the hold of roots.) The morning after the 
main winds of the storm had blown through northwestern 
Washington, including the whole Puget Sound area and 
beyond, more than one million people were without electric 
power. That number was cut in half within a couple of days, 
but thousands of people remained without power for more 
than a week – many of them in Seattle – and as the end of 
the month approached some rural areas still had not been 
reconnected. 

The massive impacts of the storm soon led to calls for 
review of how well various people and organizations had 
performed. Governor Chris Gregoire in a letter to General 
Timothy Lowenberg ordered a thorough review of wind 
storm response activities since last week when the storm 
hit.  She also asked for an expedited review of damage so 
that federal assistance for those affected can be requested 
quickly. [http://access.wa.gov/news/2006/Dec/n20061122_6423.aspx]. The 
performance of various electric power companies was also 
closely questioned. 

Emergency shelter operations were opened on 
December 20 at: 

• Pierce County - Microchip Technology Campus, 1111 
39th Avenue SE, Building A, First Floor, Puyallup. 

• Snohomish County - Evergreen State Fairground, 
14405 179th Avenue SE, Building 501, Monroe. 

The centers will operate Monday through Saturday, from 
8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.  There is no direct financial assistance 
at the DRCs. 

W 



 29 

Disaster and emergency declarations. Gregoire also 
proclaimed a state of emergency in Western Washington 
counties due to widespread damages from last night's 
windstorm.  The proclamation covers Clallam, Clark, 
Cowlitz, Grays Harbor, Island, Jefferson, Lewis, King, 
Mason, Pacific, Pierce, San Juan, Skagit, Snohomish, 
Thurston, Wahkiakum and Whatcom counties. 

“We cannot control the weather, but we can make sure 
that we offer as much support as possible while families and 
communities work to recover from these storms,” she said. 
“Just like all Washingtonians, I hope for a quick recovery so 
we can all have a happy holiday season.” 

She directed state government to support emergency 
response activities in the affected counties, allowing state 
agencies to make expenditures and utilize resources to assist 
local communities in their recovery efforts, and authorizes 
the Washington National Guard to activate their resources.  
State actions are coordinated through the State Emergency 
Operations Center (EOC) at Camp Murray. 
[http://access.wa.gov/news/2006/Dec/n20061118_3180.aspx] 

Environmental concerns. Because of continuing power 
outages, more people used using woodstoves and fireplaces 
as their only heat source. That means the air in communities 
around the state contains more wood smoke, a leading cause 
of air pollution and a serious health threat. Wood smoke 
contains fine particles, which can be inhaled into the deepest 
parts of the lungs. 

Smoke is lingering in current calm weather conditions. 
[http://access.wa.gov/news/2006/Dec/n20061118_3203.aspx] 

 
FOR THE NOVEMBER FLOODS Washington Emergency 

Management Division and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency officials announced today Public 
Assistance funding is now available to help local 
governments rebuild public property damaged by the Nov. 
2-11 flooding. The 12 counties named for Public Assistance 
are: Chelan, Cowlitz, Grays Harbor, Jefferson, King, Lewis, 
Pacific, Pierce, Skagit, Skamania, Snohomish and 
Wahkiakum. All but Chelan, Jefferson and Pacific counties 
are also declared for Individual Assistance. 

The declaration provides funding to the qualifying 
counties in the form of financial assistance for debris 
removal, emergency protective measures and repair or 
replacement of disaster-damaged public facilities, including 
roads, bridges, schools, and other public entities. 
[http://access.wa.gov/news/2006/Dec/n20061126_5695.aspx] 
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PUGET SOUND CLEANUP  Work is under way in Port 
Gamble Bay to clean up water and habitat at a former 
sawmill site, part of state efforts to clean and restore Puget 
Sound. Contractors for the $770,000 project will dredge 
17,000 cubic yards of wood debris and contaminated 
sediments from the water at a 2-acre site. The dredged 
materials will be rinsed with fresh water to remove salt. The 
materials then will be used as topsoil on forest lands. 

The state Department of Ecology is leading the work. 
Participants include the state Department of Natural 
Resources, the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe and other 
affected tribes, former mill-site owner Pope & Talbot, and 
current owner Pope Resources and its subsidiary, Olympic 
Property Group. 
[http://access.wa.gov/news/2006/Dec/n20061122_5093.aspx] 

SKAGIT WILDLIFE EXPANSION The Washington Fish 
and Wildlife Commission will consider adding nearly 45 
acres to the Skagit Wildlife Area during a Dec. 28 special 
meeting. The commission, which sets policy for the 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, will discuss 
the proposed land transaction during a conference call 
scheduled to begin at 8:30 a.m. The land is located on South 
Padilla Bay in Skagit County. 
[http://access.wa.gov/news/2006/Dec/n20061121_6746.aspx] 

ELK HUNT The Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife on December 7 released a new management plan 
for the Mount St. Helens elk herd that calls for expanding 
hunting options to reduce the size of the herd, currently 
estimated at 12,500 animals. 

Citing the declining availability of forage in the area, the 
five-year plan supports gradually reducing the state's largest 
elk herd to about 10,000 animals to bring it into line with the 
"carrying capacity" of its range in southwest Washington. 

“All evidence points to the fact that this herd is being 
strained by loss of forage due to changes in timber practices 
and other factors,” said Dave Ware, WDFW game manager.  
“The new management plan recognizes that the area's 
habitat cannot adequately support that many elk.” 

Ware noted that at least 400 elk have already gathered in 
the mudflow area at the foot of Mount St. Helens, where 
more than 60 elk died of malnutrition and related causes last 
winter.  WDFW has scheduled a special hunt for disabled 
hunters in that area December 11, and is planning additional 
hunts in other areas of the herd's five-county range next 
year. [http://access.wa.gov/news/2006/Dec/n2006117_8935.aspx] 
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Health/Social 
 

HEALTH DISCIPLINE CHANGES A ruling by the 
Washington Supreme Court will make it more difficult for 
the state to discipline health care providers. The court has 
ruled that the burden of proof in all professional license 
disciplinary proceedings is "clear and convincing evidence," 
rather than a "preponderance of the evidence" The "clear 
and convincing" evidence standard makes it tougher to 
prove a case. It is a more difficult burden to meet. This 
higher standard of proof previously was applied to actions 
involving physicians, but not to other health professionals. 

According to Laurie Jinkins of the Department of 
Health, the higher standard will make it tougher to prove 
cases - especially when the victim is incapacitated by age or 
disability. The legislature has given the department 
additional tools that will not be affected by this court ruling. 
"We'll continue to check national databanks for actions in 
other states regarding our license-holders and applicants," 
said Jinkins. The agency has focused its resources on high 
priority issues, including the physical and sexual abuse of 
patients. The types of information obtained before granting 
licenses has also been expanded. The Supreme Court's ruling 
will not affect the agency's ability to use these tools to 
protect public health and safety. 

The Health Professions Quality Assurance office of the 
state Department of Health helps assure access to safe, 
competent health care providers. The office works with 12 
boards, four commissions, and eight advisory committees. It 
sets licensing standards for 57 health care professions. This 
includes, among others, medical doctors, nurses, and 
counselors. The program and its partners credential nearly 
300,000 health care professionals. 
[http://access.wa.gov/news/2006/Dec/n20061114_4499.aspx] 

Felony finder. The state Department of Health has 
identified more than 30 licensed health care providers with 
recent felony convictions, thanks to a cross-referencing 
system now in place. Under a new state law (House Bill 
#2974), the Washington State Patrol reports certain felony 
convictions to the health department each quarter. The 
information is compared to the agency's licensee database. 
These convictions include crimes such as homicide, assault, 
kidnapping or sex offenses. 
[http://access.wa.gov/news/2006/Dec/n20061113_3381.aspx] 

.  
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Cultural/Media 
 

  SPORTS LOCALES MOVE TO CONCLUSION 

ew SuperSonics location, outside Seattle. The 
Seattle SuperSonics in late December sent clear 
signals they plan to locate their new arena not in 

Seattle but about 20 miles to the southeast, at Renton.  
An announcement was expected in early to mid-January, 

but no date was specifically given. The Tacoma News 
Tribune reported on December 27 that “When the Seattle 
SuperSonics announce in a week to 10 days the site for their 
proposed new arena, it is anticipated that the choice will be a 
plot of land in Renton, according to multiple sources. 
Although nothing has been finalized and negotiations are 
ongoing, unless there are some last-minute concessions by 
Bellevue the team will choose a location on the south end of 
Lake Washington, according to the sources. A primary 
reason is that Renton would give the land to the team at 
either no cost or at a significantly reduced rate, three sources 
with knowledge of the team’s approach said.” 

Bellevue also had been considered a strong contender for 
the location, and its status as a substantial corporate and 
financial center was considered a major plus. Costs in the 
Renton area, however, are considered sufficiently low as to 
offset many of the advantages Seattle or Bellevue would 
have, and the site under considered would be located close 
to a major traffic route, I-405.  

NASCAR site may be bypassed. The News Tribune 
also reported in late December that political support for a 
NASCAR auto racing site on the Kitsap peninsula is so 
slight that all nine legislators in the area were either definitely 
opposed or “highly skeptical.”  

International Speedway Corporation, which is the 
primary developer of NASCAR sites, has planned to lobby 
the 2007 Washington legislator for expensive financial and 
other concessions in return for building the facility, 
including half of the estimated $345 million cost. But those 
costs, along with other concerns such as transportation, 
have made legislators resistant to the idea. Representative 
Bill Eickmeyer, D-Belfair, was quoted as saying, ““Given the 
pulse of the Legislature, it’s a dead duck.”  

Polling has indicated strong division locally over the 
project. 

 

N 
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KING COUNTY JOURNAL TO CLOSE Owners of the King 
County Journal, the lone daily on the east side of the county, 
said on December 28 that the paper would publish its last 
edition on January 21. Black Press of Victoria, British 
Columbia, had purchased the daily along with other 
newspaper properties only about a month before from 
Horvitz Newspapers. The Journal’s daily circulation was 
about 39,000. 

Nine other regional Washington papers, all published 
weekly or less often, would continue to be published, Black 
officials said, and in some cases would be expanded.  

The daily traced its roots to the Bellevue Journal-American, 
founded locally in the 80s.[Bellevue King County Journal, December 28]   

NATIVITY SCENE REJECTED  A time of rejoicing and 
lawsuits . . . as filed by Ronald Wesselius, who sought to 
display a nativity scene in the state Capitol rotunda, but ran 
into state officials concerned about its legality.  

The Department of General Administration contacted its 
Assistant Attorney General late on December 19, for legal 
advice regarding the display, but the concluded there was 
inadequate time to make a legal analysis. Wesselius sued in 
federal district court, but on December 27, was told that he 
had failed to make his case. 
[http://www.atg.wa.gov/releases/2006/rel_GA_Decorations_122806.html]  

EXPANDING RURAL BROADBAND The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture will fund a $24.5 million loan for the 
extension of broadband services to residents in 54 counties 
in Oregon and Washington. Communities in Eastern 
Washington to receive expanded services include Othello, 
Clarkston, Cheney, Tonasket, and College Place.    

The loan is part of the USDA Rural Development 
Telecommunications Broadband Program. The loan will be 
provided to CTURN Corporation, based in Salem, Oregon, 
and will be used to construct a fixed wireless broadband 
network. The Broadband loan program authorizes USDA 
Rural Development to make loans to deploy broadband 
service to communities with a population of 20,000 or less, 
with the first priority going to communities without 
broadband service. 
[http://www.house.gov/apps/list/press/wa05_mcmorris/broadband.html] 

. 
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Calendar 
 
 

December 

1 Washington State Register publishes. 
• Capitol Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony. 

2 Washington beer commission, first meeting. At Hales 
Ale Brewery, 4301 Leary Way N.W., Seattle. 

5 State Public Works Board meeting. Olympia. 
7 Regents of the University of Washington meeting. 

Seattle. 
• Public Disclosure Commission meeting. Olympia. 

8 Fish & Wildlife Commission meeting. Tumwater. 
12 Select Committee on Pension Policy meeting. Olympia. 

• Northwest Power & Conservation Council meeting. 
Portland. 

13 State Board of Health meeting. SeaTac. 
14 Fierce wind and rain storm hits western Washington, 

uprooting many trees, creating large-scale damage and 
knocking out electric power for more than a million 
people. 
• Board of Pharmacy meeting. Kent. 

15 Washington State Register publishes. 
• Board of Pharmacy meeting. Kent.  

18 Homeowners Association Act Committee meeting. 
Olympia. 

21 The Washington Supreme Court issued a decision that 
King County regulations to protect critical areas are not 
subject to a referendum. 
• State Investment Board meeting. Olympia. 

25 Christmas Day. State and federal holiday. 
31 New Year’s Eve. Generally observed as state and federal 

holiday. 
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January 

1 New Year’s Day. State and federal holiday. 
• Washington State Register publishes (possibly day after). 

8 Start of Washington legislative session. 
9 Probable state of the state address by the governor. 

• Citizens Commission on Salaries for Elected Officials, 
introductory meeting.  

 • Board of Education meeting. Teleconference. 
10 Natural Resource Damage Assessment Committee 

meeting. Olympia.  
• Board of Health meeting. Tumwater. 

12 Fish & Wildlife Commission meeting. Olympia.  
15 Washington State Register publishes. 

• Martin Luther King Day. 
16 Northwest Power & Conservation Council meeting. 

Vancouver. 
 • State Transportation Commission meeting. Olympia. 
18 Community Economic Revitalization Board meeting. 

Olympia. (Special location: Governor Hotel.) 
• State Investment Board meeting, Olympia. 
• Washington Traffic Safety Commission meeting. 
Olympia. 

25 Transportation Improvement Board meeting. Lacey. 
• State Board of Education. Lacey. 
• Board of Pharmacy meeting. Location TBA. 
• Public Disclosure Commission meeting. Olympia. 

27 Washington Republican state reorganizational meeting. 
31 State Board for Community & Technical Colleges 

meeting. Olympia. 

February 

1 Washington State Register publishes 
13 Northwest Power & Conservation Council meeting. 

Portland. 
• State Transportation Commission meeting. Olympia. 

14 Natural Resource Damage Assessment Committee 
meeting. Olympia. 

15 Washington State Register publishes. 
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People 
 
Governor Chris Gregoire in December announced that 

she has appointed Joyce Turner as her Deputy Chief of 
Staff, effective January 2. In her most recent position with 
the Office of Financial Management, Turner served as the 
transition director and the Acting Director for the 
Department of Early Learning.  As Deputy Chief of Staff, 
Joyce will be responsible for the supervision of the small 
agency cabinet and the Governor's management agenda.  
She will also manage the Constituent Services Unit and the 
administrative functions of the Governor's Office. 

.Pacific Northwest National Laboratory Director Dr. 
Len Peters will be leaving his position early in 2007.  

Attorney General Rob McKenna on December 4 named 
Assistant Attorney General Dawn Cortez as the new 
Director of the Medicaid Fraud Control Unit. The MFCU 
investigates and prosecutes the criminal abuse and neglect of 
residents of Medicaid-funded facilities, and fraud 
perpetrated by health care providers against the Medicaid 
system. Last year the MFCU was successful in numerous 
criminal prosecutions, and recovered more than $9 million 
for Washington state through the investigation and 
prosecution of fraudulent providers. 
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